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number of the works in the schedule
might well be constructed out of revenue.

Tae MivisTer ror Mines (Hon, E.
H. Wittenoom): What works, and
where is the revenne ?

Tue Hown. A. B. KIDSON: The hon.
member will be able to answer that better
than I can. We have a revenue of
£2,000,000, and it seems to me that
many of these works might be con-
structed out of it. .

Tue Mivister For Mives (Hon. E.
H. Wittenoom): All the money is
allotited.

Tre How. A. B. KIDSON: Perhaps
some- of the items provided for by the
Estimates might be left ont and some of
these inserted. I aw sorry to have to say
that, in my view, so long as we have the
present Engineer-in-Chief we shall have
these tremendous loans asked for. Siuce
he has been here we have had a continual
series of loans for public works, but I
think the time has arrived when we should
pause a little and not go so fast. Iknow
the Premier does not agree with this,and
when any objection is taken to, his pro-
posals, he says ** Let us leave the timid
and laggard omes behind.” I do not
agree with him, for T think this borrowing
policy will eventually result in disaster to
the colony. We are depending almost
entirely on the goldfields, and if there
happens to be a slump our position will
be most serious. As vegards this Bill,
the information given by the hon. the
Minister is verv meagre, and I do not
think we ought to vote for it without
further explanation. We should exercise
the greatest cantion and not indulge in
what the Hon. Mr. Parker has very
rightly termed lavish expenditure. If,
however, the Bill is passed, I can only
hope it will result in lasting good to the
colony.

Tae Hon. F. M. STONE: Imovethat
the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and passed.
Debate adjourned accordingly.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House at 945 o’clock, adjourned
nntil Tuesday, 13th October, 1896, at
4-:30 o'clock, p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Stores at Fremanile.

Reqislatite Assembly,
Thursday, Sth October, 1896.

Jury Act Amendment Bill: Message From the Governor
— Question : Perth.Fremnntle Road — Question:
Stores Department nt Fremantle, nnd reported re-
movul—Motion: Standing Orders Suspended for
expediting business—-Waterworks Bill: third rend.
iug—Anoonl Estimates: Complaint of delny we
Excess Bill ; Railwaysand Works Estimates further
congidered — Cue-Nannine Railway Bill: pecoud
reéading—Perth Racecourse Enilway Bill: secoud
rending—Kalgoorlie-Konowun Railwoy Bill : second
reading—Adjournment.

Tre SPEAKER took the Chair at 4:30
o'clock, p.m. :

PraYERS.

“JURY ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
presented a Message from his Excellency
the Governor, and the same was read,
recommending an appropriation to he
made out of the Consolidated Revenue
Fund for the purpose of an Act to amend
the Jury Act, 1871; a Bill with that
object having Deen introduced on the
previous day.

QUESTION—PERTH-FREMANTLE ROAD.

Mg. WOOD (for Mr. Solomon), in
accordance with notice, asked the Director
of Public Works when there was a pro-
bability of the Perth-Fremantle Road
being opened for public use.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) replied
that, at the present rate of progress, it
would probably be about six months
hefore the entive road was completed and
open for traffic.

QUESTION—STORES DEPARTMENT AT
FREMANTLE, AND REPORTED RE-
MOVAL.

Mr. WOOD (for Mr. Higham), in
accordance with notice, asked the Direc-
tor of Public Works whether it was the
intention of the Government to remove
the Colonial Stores Department from
Fremantle.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. ¥. H. Piesse) replied
that there was no intention to do so at
present.
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MOTION—STANDING ORDERS STUS-
PENDED FOR EXPEDITING
BUSINESS.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
in accordance with notice, moved ** That,
in order to expedite business, the Stand-
ing Orders relating to the passing of
public Bills, and the consideration of
Messages from the Legislative Council,
be suspended during the remainder of
the session.” He said the Government
had only one object in view. that of trying
to expedite the business of the country;
and 1f hon. members agreed to this
motion, it would not mean that every
Bill was to be rushed through, for the
House wounld have complete control over
its busivess, the same us in ordinary
eircumstances. - But--there- -were some
Bills which usually passed without
amendment, or without much contention,
and a good deal of time might be saved
if these eould be considered In committes

without delay, and be passed through all -

stages in one or two siltings. Seein,

that there were no very important Bills
remaining on the Notice Paper, hon.
members would act wisely in agreeing to
this motion for expediting business, with
a view to the closing of the session. The
Government had no desire to hurry any-
thing through the House that required
consideration, and members might rest
assured that the Government would not
move in that direction at all. They
would be glad to defer to the wishes of
hon. members with regard to the conduct
of business, and certainly would not try
to force any importunt measure through
the House without sufficient time being
given for its consideration; but at thislate
stage of the session it would be wise to do
now whatwasdonelast year, by suspending
the Standing Orders with regard to Bills
and messages. This course wonld not
really affect in any way the privileges of
the House, because Bills that were
amended could not be passed through all
stages at the same sitting, as time would
be required for rveprinting with the
amendments. Still, some time would be
saved by this more expeditious procedure ;
and he proposed it entirely in the interest
of those members who wished to bring
the session to a close as soon as possible.
It was not so much for the convenience
of the Government as for bon. members,
hecause Ministers were always in their
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" places, and could attend to the business

of the ecountry, so that a continued
attendance in the House for some time
longer would be less inconvenient to them
than to wmembers who lived in the
country, or at some distance from Perth.
Last session a similar motion had been
adopted, and the course was not found
to be 1nconvenient, He was, however,
entirely in the hands of the House in
regrard to it, and he would not think of
dividing the House on it or of pressing
the motion, if hon. members did not
desire it.

Question put and passed, and the
Standing Orders suspended aceordingly.

WATERWORKS BILL,
" THIRD READING.
Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Legislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.

COMPLAINT OF DELAY r¢ EXCESS BILL.

On the Order of the Day for going
into committee of supply to further con-
sider the Railwaysand Works Estimates,

Me. R. F. SHOLL said: Before the
Speaker leaves the chair, I propose to
move that the further consideration of
the Estimates be deferred until the Excess
Bill for the year 1896 be placed lLefore
hon. members.

Taz Premier: The excesses are here,
printed on the Estimates.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: No; the past
year's Excess Bill is not on the Estimates,
and we were told by the Premier that,
according to his own showing, there is an
excess of over a quarter of a willion of
money. 1 think we are entitled to have
the Excess Bill brought down before the
end of the session.

Tae PreMIER: Why did you not think
of this before?  You have been asleep.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL: I have been
thinking of it all along. We are asked
by the Premier to allow the Government
to do whatever they like with the funds.
I thiok it is a bad thing for the colony
if Parliament surrenders the funds and
hands them over to a Mimster. The
excuse given by the Premier the other
night, for not hringing in the escesses
for this year, was that en a previous
occasion the House had refused to con-
sider the Excess Bill when he did bring
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it in, without the report of the Awditor
General bLeing before it. I think the
House was right not to do so. He also
said there would not be time during the
present session for the Auditor General
to furnish his report. But I say the
Audit Act allows the Treasury three
months in which to prepare their aceounts
and forward them to the Auditor General
for his report. When the Premier pre-
sented his Financial Statement to the
House, he had all the figures of un-
authorised expenditure; and yet we are
now told the Auditor. General cannot
make his report because he has not
received the accounts from the Treasury
for examination., I say the reason why
the Auditor General is not furnished
with the accounts, in order that he may
present his report to Parliament before
the end of the session, is that the
Government do not desire to have
their unauthorised expenditure eriti-
cised by Parliament. [Tue PrEMIER:
No, no.] Tt is absurd that an Ex-
cess Bill, amouuting to £300,000 or
£400,000, and if we take the loans
into cousideration the excesses altogether
will amount to over half a million of
unauthorised expenditure, c¢annot be
brought it until 18 monthsafterthe money
has been spent. It was never intended,
when the Audit Act was passed, that the
Excess Bill should be considered 18
months after the money had been ex-
pended. The intention was that the
Excess Bill should be brought in during
the current session, three months being
given as the extreme limit. The finan-
cial reports of the colony are made up to
the 30th June, as the close of the
financial year, and there is no reason why
the Treasury should require so long to
make up its accounts and forward them
to the Auditor General for examination,
in order that he may present his report
to Parliament. ‘There is not the slightest
reason why it shoald take three months
to forward these reports and pass them
on to the Auditor General, because, as
we know, the acecounts were made up to
the 30th June, and must have heen so in
order that the Treasurer might ascertain
the financial condition of the country
before making his Financial Statement ;
therefore I say the Treasury must have
all these figures and reports ready, and
they had them ready on the 30th June

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railways and Tramaways.

last. They haveall the recordsof them, and
assuming they are not actually correct in
every detail, still the Treasury ought not
to take more than a fortaight to prepare
the returns and pass them on to the
Auditor General. Another reason why
we should have the Excess Bill this
session is that we are on the ove of a
dissolution of Parliament, and there will
be another Parliatent asseiabled here
next year; thercfore new members will
come m, and possibly no member sitting
here at present may be here then, though
I do not think that is very probable. A
fresh Parliament cannot criticise an
Excess Bill cighteen months after the
money has been expended; so there is a
special reason why the House should, on
this occasion, have the Excess Bill before
the closc of this session. For that reason,
I beg to move that the further considera-
tion of the Estimates be deferred until
the Excess Bill is brought in.

Tre SPEAKER: I should like to
point out to the hon. member that
he is out of order; for when the
House hus once been in committee on a
Bill or on the annual Estimates, and
progress has been reported, then accord-
mg to our Standing Orders the Speaker
hasg to leave the chair, without any ques-
tion heing put as to whether the House
shall go into committce again or not.
Therefore, although I have allowed the
hon. member to proceed rather irregularly,
still our Standing Orders say I shall
leave the chair, as a matter of course,
upon the Order of the Day for again
going into committee on the Estimates,
and I do not need to put the question at
all at this stage.

Tae SPEAKER left the chair, and
the House weunt into committee for the
further consideration of the Estimates.

IN COMMITTEE :

Rarinways anp Works DEPARTMENTS.
Railways and Tramways, £476,950:

Mr. R. F. SHOLL, for reasons pre-
viously given, moved that progress be
reported in order that the consideration
of the Estimates might be deferred until
after the Excess Bill for the year 1896-7
had been placed before hon. members.

Tre PREMIER (Hou. 8ir J. Forrest)
said the member for the Gascoyne must
have been asleep during the previous
puart of the session, and had just wakened
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up. The hon. member had told then
that the Government were afraid to bring
the Excess Bill before the House beeause
they did not want the excess expenditure
to be criticised; but, so far from the
Government being afraid to do so, it was
4 curious fact that the Estimates before
hon. members showed the excesses on
cvery single item, from beginning to end
of the past year’s expenditure.

Mz. R. F. SuoLr: We know that is
not a fact.

Tre PREMIER: I know it is an
absolute fact that every single item of
excess expenditure for the past year is
shown on these Estimates.

Mr. R F. Suorv: There are loan
moneys as well, and I want to see ’nhc
-excesses on the loan votes.

Tue PREMIER said they were not

now dealing with the Toan Estimates,
which were not on the table at present,
The hon. member did not seem to know the
difference between the Loan Estimates
and the annual Estimates of Expenditure
out. of the Consolidated Revenue. Loan
Estimates were not in the same category
at all as the expenditure out of Consolh-
dated Revenue, hecause the Loan Estim-
ates were merely a statement made by the
Government to show what they proposed
to spend during the current year, out of
funds already voted by the House,
wherens the Estimates of Expenditure
out of Consolidated Revenue were sums
agtually proposed by the Government for
expeunditure on the particular works and
services specified, which had not been
sanctioned by the House up to that time,
and which therefore the House was asked
to sanction. In making bhis Financial
Stutement to the House, he had shown
the excess expenditure that had taken
place on all the principal jtems on the
Estimates ; and if the hon. mewmber was
anxious to knmow any excess which had
talken place in the expenditure out of
Consolidated Revenue, he could find it
reported on pages 528 and 529 in
“ Hansard ”* for the current session, all the
excesses on the principal items being set
forth there, from the first item to the last
in the Hstimates, under every head of
revenue. On page 529 of* Hansard” the
member for the Gascoyne would find all the
items of excess that had taken pluce. The
excess was mentioned by him (the Premier)
with regard to each heading, and in
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several cases the reason for the excess
was given. The amonnts of excess set
forth in the specch totalled £247,626,
and the remaining itews amounted to
£5,930, distributed over several itews of
expenditure. The details of each exeess
werg not given, but all the items were
mentioned. As far as be was concerned,
he could bring down the Excess Bill in a
few days, if hon. members were prepared
to pass it without the report of the
Auditor General. He could not see, how-
ever, how the House was going to deal
with the Excess Bill without that report.
A great deal of investigation was necessary
on the part of the Audit officers (o get
the accounts in order, and it was impos-
sible for the Auditor Geeneral to complete

- those investigations .and = prepave. his

report within three months. Tt was
impossible, under the present systen of
accounts, to have the Auditor General’s
report very quickly after the closing of
the financial year. The holding of the
session of Parlinment soon after the
closing of the financial year was very
convenient to the Treasurer, hecause it
placed him m possession of the actual
revenue received, and enabled him to
wake an estimate for the next yeur with
some amount of aceuracy. On the other
hand, the holding of the session at that
time of the year was not su convenient,
because the financial refurns were delayed
for mvestigation, only the totals bemng
given. The delay in giving the details of
these returns was no doubt unfortunate,
but it could not be helped. Formerly,
the financial year was made to end on
3lst December, and the House met
sometimes early in the vear, and some-
times as late as September or October,
the latter months being a very inconvenient
time for the House to meet on account of
the hot weather. As to theother colonies,
submitting the Excess Bill to Parliament
before the Estimates, he could not see
how they could do it so soon after the
closing of the financial year. He did not
speak with authority as to the practice in
other colonies, but 1t seemed to him im-
possible for them to have the Auditor
Greneral’s report until towards the end of
the session, if even then. Usually, in
this colony, the Auditor Geueral’s report
was unolt ready until about December,
towards the end of the vear. Under the
old system, when the financial year closed
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on 3lst December, the Treasurer had to
estimate the revenue for the remaining
part of the year, usually four or five
months, and alse for the tollowing vear;
so that he had to estimate the probable
revenue for nenrly eighteen months in
advance; whereas, under the present
system, the Treasurer was in a hetter
position, for he usually had before him,
when estimating the revenue, the returns
for two months of the year for which he
was estimating, and he was thus able to
make a very close estimate of the prob-
able revenue. In 1892 he had brought
down the Excess Bill in good time, for
the information of members; but he had
then to move for it to be discharged,
with the ohject of bringing it forward in
the following session, owing to the ab-
sence of the Auditor General’s report,
Mr. Parker, who was then the leader of
the Opposition in this House, objected
to the Bill going forward without the
Auditor General’s report; aud the mem-
ber for the Gascoyne took the same
objection, pointing out that the Bill
should not be proceeded with until that
report was before the House. Therefore,
the Excess Bill on that occassion was
withdrawn. It would not be the slightest
trouble to the Government to bring down
the Bill now, but the report of the Audi-
tor General was not ready, and could not
be ready for some time yet.

M=. R. F. SHOLL said he concurred
in the view that the Excess Bill could not
be considered without the report of the
Auditor General; but he saw no reason
why the Auditor General should not have
had the accounts for investigation months
ago. The accounts were made up to the
30th June. The Premier had said he
had given every information in his Finan-
clal Statement with regard to the excesses,
but he (Mr. Sholl) did not think so. The
Premier had not given details of the ex-
cesses, nor the amount of the underdrafts
—money authorised to be expended and
not expended. These underdrafts would
increase the excesses considerably. There
were thousands and thousands of pounds
that bad not heen expended at all,
although voted by the House; and all
the excesses, including loan inoneys,
would amount to about half a million.
He (Mr. Sholl) understood the difference
between loan estimates and consolidated
revenue cstimates.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Railways and Tramways.

in both; and both, he took it, would be
dealt with in the Excess Bill. It wasa
pity that Parliament should give up
control of the public expenditure to the
Government, and hon. members should
jealously retain that control, and not

‘give it up to any Government or any

Premier. It was a matter for regret
that the Excess Bill, together with the
Auditor General's report, could not be
dealt with during the current session of
Parliament. He had no wish to press
the motion, but he desired to enter his
protest against such a system of dealing
with the finances of the colony.

Mz, VENN said it was a pleasure to
him to hear the remarks of the member
for the Gascoyne who, there was not the
slightest doubt, was moving in the right
direction. The privileges of Parliament
should be most jealously guoarded, and
its rights and powers as regards the
finances should be rvespeeted. If the
Government were able to ask for approval
of an expenditure of half a million or a
million, and receive that approval without
discussion, there was no reason why they
should spend a couple of millions or
more without authority. The Premier
must recognise that the object of the
member for the Gascoyne, in dealing
with the question, was a laudable and
proper cne. The Estimates, no doubt,
showed how the excess expenditure had
been incurred; but the member for the
Gascoyne required that the items and the
details should both be before the House.
The Excess Bill, for which the member
for the Gascoyne had asked, would not be
dealt with by the present Parliament,
as a dissolution was at hand; and as
many of the present members might not
be in the next Parliament, it would be
difficult for new members to deal with
the Bxcess Bill. There was not the
slightest doubt that the Excess Bill,
together with the Auditor General's
report, should, if possible, bLe placed
before hon. members prior to the close of
the session. There were great difficulties
in the way, no doubt, owing tc the
intricacies of the public accounts, and
three months was a. short period to give
the Auditor General for getting his
report ready. The production of the
Excess Bill during the session in the
previous year, mentioned by the Premier,

There were excesses | might be taken us an indication that the
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Government did not desire to shirk |
criticism ; and it was only reasonable to
suppose the Government would do what
they could to bring the Excess Bill befora
the House during the session. The |
thanks of the House were due to the
member for the Gascoyne in having
brought forward his motion, for thereason
that it had in view the jea.lous watch-
ing of the rights and privileges of the
members, and the observing of constitu-
tional usage and the rights of Parhament.

Tue PREMIER said tbat if they
could get the Excess Bill on the table
before the close of this session, the
Government. would do it. He could pro-
mise to place the Excess Bill on the
table; Dbut, as he had said before, he
could not promise the Auditor General's
report. It would not take more than a
day or two to prepare the Excess Bill.
The Government were anxious that the
Assembly should exercise a careful
scrutiny over all expenditure, and if houn.
members would devete their attention to
the Estimates, they would be able to deal
with all itews of excess for the past
year, because all items of exzcess were
shown in a separate column right through
the Estimates. It was competent for
any hon. member to ask for returns on
any itemn, or to require an explanation,
or even, if necessary, a select committee
could be appointed to investigate. The
items of excess were shown on the Esthi-
mates; for on page 60 was the item,
“ Wages — guards, porters, &c.; also,
overtime and extra labour and depart-
mental clerical assistance, £18,305;”
while the actual amount expended was
set down at £31,887, showing a consider-
able excess. Another item on the same
page was, * Materials and incidental ex-
penses, £d 000,” whereas £4.226 had been
expended, showing an excess of £1,226;
and so on, right through the Estimates.
This excess column did not appear on the
Estimates in any of the other colonies,
but it was a useful column. The mem-
ber for the Gascoyne knew that all the -
excess amounts were shown on the Esti-
mates, each uwoder its proper headiug, or
under the headmgs of “sundries” and
* miscellaneons.” ~ He would see what .
could be done towards getting the Excess |
Bill ready.

Motion, to report progress, put and l
negatived. |
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Mr. VENN said he nghed to refer
to the statement of the bommlsswner
of Kailways, made the other evening,
becanse the attention of hon. members
should he drawn to the fact that a certain
amount of injustice had been done to
himself in regard to the position he had
held as Commissioner of Railways. He
had thought the present holder of the
office would have made sume allusion to
himself, and have given him some little
credit for his past services as Cominis-
sioner, in connection with the year's
railway returns. It would be known
to hon, members that the term of
office of the present Commissioner began
about three months prior to June 30th;
therefore the financial results of the
administration of the railways to the
30th June were dve mainly to his (Mr.
Veun's) administration of the department
prior to the hon. member taking office.
He drew atteation to that fact because
the House seemed to think the financial
results of the railways, if due to any
particular cause, were due to the present
administrution. As there were certain
circumstances surrounding his leaving
office, the public might be led to think
there had been no proper administration
of the department prior to the present
Commissioner taking office; and he drew
attention to the fact that the financial
position on the 30th June was not due at
all to the present adninistration. No
one need doubt that fact. In the previous
year, when speaking on the estimates of
revenue and expenditure for the railways,
he had stated that a wonderful difference
was likely totakeplace beforethe following
session. Hon. members knew the work-
ing expenses had come down to 49 per
cent. of the actual revenue, and that fact
spoke volumes for the statement he had
made in the previous session. His desire
at that moment was not to cavil at any-
thing the hon. member had said, but
vnly to draw atteniion to the waat of
courtesy due to himself, in the absence of
all reference to his servicesand the position
he had recently held in the Government.
It was also thought, by many, that the
improvements which had taken place in
several directions had been suggested
and had taken place during the adminis-
tration of the present Commissioner, but
it seemed to him to be a case of one
reaping where the other had sown. For
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instunce, with regard to the interlocking
gear, that matter was decided upon some
time ago, and the material had only
arrived in the colony within the last few
months. The decision to put in the
mterlocking gear was not, thevefore, the
work of the present Commissioner, but
was due to consideration given to the
subject before the present Commissioner
took office in March last. Then, as to
the duplication of the line between Perth
and Midland junction, that also was
decided upon and the works were in
progress hefore the present Commissioner
took oflice.

Tre CommissioNER oF Barnways: The
works were not in progress.

Mr. VENN suid the works were not
authorised by Purliament, but the surveys
were ordered to he carried ouf, and the
worlk was proceading s fast as it possibly
could without the vote of Parliament.
The improvements made at Perth station
and at Fremantle were old timprovements,
for which the designs had been completed
and the contracts let. The same might
be said of the sidings on the Coolgardie
Railway, as that matter had been decided
by the Executive Council & month or two
before he left office, so that this was not
a new idea. The Esecutive had decided
that the wayside crossing stations should
be placed at distances of seven or ten miles.
Then, in regard to rolling stock, he did
not think any rolling stock was now
being landed in the colony that was not
ordered before the present Commissioner
took office.  When he (Mr. Venu) left
office, orders had bheen forwarded for
© £850,000 or £400,000 worth of rolling
stock ; therefore, so far as volling stock
was concerned, the condition of the
department to-duy was due to a former
administration, and if any acknowledg-
ment to that effect had heen made by the
Commissioner, he (Mr. Yenn) would not
bave spoken on this occasion. The
same might be said in regard to reor-
ganising the departments, by placing
them under cdistinctive heads, as shown
by the Estimates this yenr, He did
not make these remmarks offvnsively to
the present Comumissioner, but spoke
merely to make it clenr that the depart-
ment was heing efticiently maintained
when a Ministerial change took place.

Vote put and passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Public Works.

Public Works, £486,240 53, 8d. :

Mxr. SIMPSON asked the Director of
Public Works whether he was prepared
to lay upon the table of the House the
correspondence with regard to the dis-
orgamsation of the Public Works De-
partment, and also the return that was
originally called for. In asking for these
papers, he desired to direct the attention
of the committee and of the country to
what he was compelled to eall an awful
state of affairs in the Public Works
Department. He had facts in his posses-
sion, on unimpeachable authority, to
show that he was not overstating the
case. Knowing, as he did, the integrity
of the administration of the department,
and the desire of the Government thut
the work of the depurtment should be
carried ont purely in the interests of the
country, he could not fail to regard this
great money-spending department with
suspicion, and possibly with dread. He
would ask the attention of the commitice
while he stated some facts in connection
with the Architectural branch of the
department, the information having been
supplied to him by an espert whose
anthority was unquestionable. It was
information which he (Mr. Simpson) was
sure was not in the possession of the
Director of Public Works, and it showed
that this branch of the department had
drifted into a state of chaos, and that
public money was being wusted at the
rate of thousunds of pounds & year mn
sularies. That was the direct waste, and
there was also the compensation paid to
contractors for alterations in plans, and
for extras. He would ask the committee
to assist him in getting an inquiry into
these allegations, when u tale would be
unfolded that would simply he revolting
to the sense and the integrity of cvery
member of the Assembly. Perhaps the
Director of Public Works would furnish
a return, showing the time that had heen
spent in the preparation of the plans of
the Perth Museum and Library. For
vears Parliament, had been endeavouring
to reform the Architectural branch of
the Works Department, but all efforts
had heen abortive. Now he helieved
they had an opportunity of getting ot
something in detail. With regard to
the Perth Museum und Library, months
ago drawings were propured, and, nfter
a delay of many more months, ten-
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ders were nvited aod a conbract was
signed.  Sixteen months were spent over
those plans.  Two sets of plans were
prepared, and nearly 300 days were spent
on the drawings, not incuding profes-
sional udvice since the 30th June. These
plans werc supposed tv e scrutinised
in detail from day to day by the head of
this branch during their preparation, and,
after all, the contractor had to wait four
months for his working drawings, and
was still waiting.  If he (Mr. Simpson)
was not trespassing on the time of the
committee, he would give further details
of the disorganisution of the department
from a statement which had been supplied
to him, as follows :—

“ Perth Museum and Library.—Taking the
above-montioned proposed building as a fair
sample of what goes on under the present want
of system, [ will hriefly sketch its history. Some
months ago, drawings were prepared, and,
after a delay of many months, tenders were
invited and a contract was signed on or about
the 22nd May last. I am informed that 16
months were spent on these plans, off and on,
and I believe I am correct in stating that
nearly 300 days were spent on the drawings,
not including my own time up to JTune, 1896.
On the 12th June, Mr. Poole placed themn in my
hands to make certain changes he indicated on
a rough tracing he gave mwe. The drawings
were altered by means of flies, so far as that
could be done te save the cxpense of re-drawing,
submitted to Mr. Poole, approved, and traced—
the tracings to be regarded as an original set,
alse Lo save re-drawing. ‘This sot of bracings
was submitted to Mr. Poole on the 1Uth July,
approved by him ; and, on hisinstructions tome
on that day, I had the usual numhber of copies
made. Tn addition to this, I had entirely
re-written portions of the specifications, inter-
lined and altered the original in red, after
hours, to save time, and had the three copies
of the specification made on Mr. Poole’s
instructions. T made fresh and cowplete
drawings of the ironwork, in a hurry, for the
contractor, in order that this portion of the
work might be got under way, which was
submitted to and approved by Mr. Poole. I
now regarded this set of drawings as complete.
During a short period, when I was absent from
work on a doctor’s certificate, it came to my
knowledge that Mr. Poole was still carrying on
his peculiar system of making changes in the
drawings, and I taxed him with this at the
Claremont railway station on the first day I
was able to veturn to my duties (the 3rd
August), when he said he was doing so be-

cause the complete set of plans were never

shown to and approved by him. In this,
however, he was wrong, as my diary can
testifv. Some changes were made in the
ironwork, for the worse, and then Mr.
Poole could not make up his mind as to
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how the gable on the entrance front should be
finished, and the eaves connected with it,
although T had submitted five or six sketches
to himi. He then altered the stair to the base-
ment, the question of the gable remaining in
abeyance for snme time, until T took some of
the drawings up on the 26th August, when
they were left for hiz further consideration.
Shortly before this, on the 14th August, 1
discovered that the piers in the basement to
carry the floors, the load thereon, the super-
structure, the roofs, and the wind pressure,
were far too weak to do their work, having each
a superficial ovea of Sft. 9in, nearly, to carry
approximately 90 tons, and proposed to he
built of local brick in cement mortar (1) ; over
10 tons per foot supported on ordinary bricks,
for special ones werc not mentioned for this
work in the spucification.”

So, according to this statement, after 16
months it was discovered that after all this
expense and the whole of the intelligence
of this depurtment had been devoted to
the plans, the building waz structurally
mmperfect, and that it was unsafe to ercet
it. Then they had the proposal of Mr.
Poole that concrete should be used instead
of brick. The statement went on io
say :—

“1 submitted this very important matter to
Mr. Poole for his consideration, who suggested
congrete picrs(!) should be substituted, and
finally agreed to have them exccuted in
granite, on my suggestion.”

He (Mv. Simpson) was told that this
proposal of Mr. Poole’s to substitute con-
crete piers was an absolutely unparalleled
propusition for a professional man tomake.
The statement went on to say:—

* The remaining drawings were sent for by
Mr. Poole on the 27th August,and given to his
messenger.  Fresh drawings or tracings are
now being made of the ironwork, and other
changes have been made. All this time the
builder is waiting for his drawings; over four
menths at the time of writing (28th Sep-
tomher). 1 do not propose to offer an opinion
on the original set of drawings, as it wonld
reflect to o certain extent on the officers who
propared them. The tracings of the Perth
Museum are not yet finished ; only one had
been copied {September 28th).”

Anocther matter he woukl refer to was the
Lunatic Asylum at Fremantle. Tf there
was one class of public buildings that
especially appealed to the alertness and
the considerate care of those who had to
carry them out, it was those which were
designed for the care and relicf of the in-
sane, and therefore it might have heen
expected this Lunatic Asylum would have
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been erected as soon as possible, The
history of the building was related by
the expert whose statement he was quot-
ing, as follows :—

Fremantle Lunetic Asylum (for women ) :—
“On the 28th April, T went with Mr. Ponle to
the Azylum at Fremantle. On the 7th May, I
submitted seven sketehes of the proposed new
building, in plan enly. Two approved by Mr.
Poole were traced on cloth and sent forward,
with an estimate in detail. On the 29th May
the papers were returned to me to prepare the
necessary drawings, Dr. Lovegrove having
approved and commmended the selected design,
with a trifling modification subsegquently
enrried out by me, Shortly, the drawings were
submitted to Mr. Pocle at every stage, and he
called at wmy office on the 3rd June and ap-
proved, he even determining the floor levels.
The set was finished and sent up, and on the
25th June Mr. J. J. Clarke was instructed to
get out an alternative design, which he did,
complete, including one copy in cloth, on the
17th August. So far as I know, nothing
further has been done in this matter, although
the additions are urgently required. Over
three 1nonths have passed since [ handed the
completed set to Mr. Poole (25th June).”

Next, he would cite the case of the
Albany Quarantine Station, as an example
of the progress of the Architect’s branch.
[Mr. GeorgE: There is no progress.]
Well, he wounld read the particulurs which
had been furnished to him:—

The Albany Quarentine Stotion. —“1 was
first put on this work on the 9th June. Sketch
finished on the 12th June. On the 7th July,
submitted plans to Mr. Poole, who approved
and instructed me to get the usual copies
made. I wrote the specification of these
buildings. During my absence through indis-
position, changes were made in the drawings,
generally of a trivial character, but involving
retracing as regards the copies. Subsequently
it was determined to remodel the laundriea.
I saw the drawings lying on Mr. Poole’s table
on the 5th September. Work wrgently
required. A new design of this quarantine
atation is8 now being prepared, I believe, by
Mr. Cohen” (28th Sept., 1596).

Next, take the building for the Mint in
Perth, the foundation stone of which had
lately been laid, and this was an under-
taking which he welcomed.  Of the plans
for the building, the statement made by
the expert suid :—

The Mint.—" Contract drawings prepared by
Mr. Henry. Contract signed 19th June,
immediately after which a new scheme of 15
sheets was got out by Mr. McMullen, the
copies now being made by a new process.
What will the adjustment with the contractor
cost 27 )

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Talke another case ;—

Eucla Telegraph Station.—* Plan first drawn
by Mr. Ruck. Elevations then done by Mr.
Haddon. Scheme sent over to Sonth Australia,
and approved by iy, Todd. Then new scheme
by Mr. Austen, handed to me to re-model.
After many attempts, sketches approved by
Mr. Poole ; working dvawings made in pencil,
sent up, estimated for, altered by me, and
finally preparved for Ministers. Why should
the work be hawked about, from one officer to
another, in this way ?”

He would next refer to the Bunbury
hospital, a workk which would be very
near to the Premier's heart.

Tue Premier: I know all about it, T
am sorty to say.

Me. SIMPSON said this was what
they were told about the Bunbury
hospital :—

Bunbury Hospital.—'* Complete scheme by
Mr. Kennis ; tender accepted. Error of 15 feet
or thereabouts in the levels, which necessitated
re-casting the scheme. This was done by Mr.
Clarke, who prepared 5 designs; one at last
approved. Mr. Clarke’s design handed to Mr.
MceMullen, who was instructed to make the
elevations. This is a correlative evidence of
the way the officers are treated. On Saturday
(26th September), Mr. Clarke, on heing asked
to again take up bthese plans, refused on the
ground that they were entirely disorganised
by the alterations Mr. Poole was continually
making. Are we never to have finality from
Mr. Peole? Is every set of drawings te be
made half a dozen times over, and each time

* by a different officer?

The last works referred to in the state-
ment were these .—

Kaolgoorlie Hospital.—* Urgently required.
Mr. Haddon and Mr. Abbott working on this
ahout 19th May to June 6th; then Mr. Clarke
on the 27th July. Sketches approved 25th
August; completed 9th September. When
will this work be commenced ? "

Warden’s Office, Coolgardie.—** Original de-
sign by Mr. Bell Working drawings and
tracings finished. Scheme requires to he re-
modelled (14th September), hecsuse it is too
elaborate and costly.”

These were some of the circunstances
which he¢ desired to bring before the
comnmitbes, Were these things to go on?
Recognising his responsibility in submit-
ting the evidence, he had been careful
to investigate every feature of it. His
informant was a man of uequestionable
characier and of professional standing,
whose ability had been recognised by his
a.ppomhm.nt to the publi(. service. No
man in the colony had a wider know.
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ledge of his profession, and bis state- l
ments showed that the money was
bLeinyg directly wasted at the raute of !
thousands of pounds a year in salaries,
while there was an indirect waste )
arising from alferations in existing
contracts. He (Mr. Simpson) would be
glad if the Director of Public Works
would furnish the committee with an
explunation. He helieved the Director
had every desire to put the department
i a sound and hounourable position. He
(Mr. Simpson) dreaded the Public Works
Department, for he knew that the Poblic
Works Departments of other colonies
had, year by year, dragged those colonies
into the depths of despair and of debt,
and it was his wish that this colony

~-ghould avoid following tn tle saine way.
He asked the committee to support him
in securing either a clear refutation of
the statements which had been made, or
the adoption of a course which would not
permit this state of things to exist any
longer.

Tee DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WOREKS (Hon. F. H. Piesse) said he
wished, before any member rose, to speak
on the question, and say he was now
making an investigation in the Architect’s
branch of the department, and it would
strengthen his hands if the matter was
not discussed at that stage. The Archi-
tect’s braueh had been a source of much
trouble to him, and he was endeavouring
to reform it; but he had heen so short a
time in office that he had to fully acquaint
himself with the affairs of the branch
before carrying out that reform. If
Parliament would give him a little time
to reform the department—as many
months as the wember for Geraldton had
said Parliament had been for years
ineffectunlly endeavouring to do so—he
would promise to bring about a drastic
reform. There was no doubt the member
for Geraldton had been well informed by
an officer in the service. There had been
a great deal of waste of time and money
in this branch in the preparation of plans,
but he would soon place the branch on o
better footing. He had not heen able to
reorganise the department as quickly as
he could have wished, because for the last
three months a great deal of his time had
heen taken up with parliamentary matters.
With regard to what the member for
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Geraldton has said about alterations in
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the plans of the Mint, he might say that,
immediately the matter was brought
under the notice of the Government, steps

. were taken to prevent the recurrence of

that sort of thing, and to inquire into the
cause of it. Referring to what had been
said by the member for Wellington (Mr.
Venn) about his silence when making the
annual statement upon the Railway De-
partment, on the subject of the recent
change in the administration, he desired
to say now that he had not deemed it to
be his duty, in laying certain information
before this House, to refer to that change.
But be had no desire to detract from the
measure of credit that was due to the

- member for Wellington for his manage-

ment of the department. On the sub-

F ject of the Architect’s branch, he would

ouly add that, while many of the state.
ments which had been laid before the
committee, were true, it was only right
that both sides should be heard, as,
of course, there were officers who were
likely to be dissatisfied with their posi-
tion, It was his intention in.the future
to see all the designs of the various
works, and not give the head of the
branch so much controlling power as he
had had. There was no doubt some of
the rejected desigus had been better than
those which had reached bis {the Com-
missioner’s) office.

Toe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he must confess there had been a
great deal of dissatisfaction, both in the
Legislative Assembly and among the
public, in regard to the Archilect's branch
of the public service. He thought that
anyone who had watched the course of
events during the last few years must
know that the branch had not been as
satisfactory as could be desired, although
he made no complaint against the ability
of the head of the branch. He (the
Premier) believed the head of the branch
was u well qualified architect, probably
the Dbest qualified in this colony; but
that was not the matter the committee
had to deal with on this occasion. Be-
sides, it would be possible for a man to
be a first-class architect, and yet not
possess organising and administrative
qualities. During the last few wmonths
the Director of Public Works had
brought the state of the Architect's
branch under his (the Premier’s) notice,
and that Minister was giving attention to
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w scheme for placing the department ona
much better footing. As hon. members
would notice in the Estimates, a change
had bLeen made, and the head of the
Architect's bravch was no longer styled
¢ Assistant Engineer-in-Chief,” a position
which, before, had given him the oversight
of the building of voads and bridges and
nearly cvery work, leaving out railway
stations and o few works of magnitude.
The head of the Architect's branch had,
in fact, o great deal wmore work than be
could do, and there was no doubt there
had been cause for complaint. He (the
Premier) knew that the statements
made by the member for Geraldton
regarding the Mint, the Perth Museum
and Library, and the Bunbury hos-
pital, were absolutely correct. An archi-
tect who had artistic ideas could
not be considered unreascnable when he
made alterations for the purpose of im-
proving his work. It was a fact that, in
this braoch, the designs for buildings
were being continnally changed ; but the
Director of Public Works was determined
to put a stop to it and to re-organise this
branch of the public service, and not be-
fore it was necessary. He (the Premier)
held himself responsible, in a way. for all
branches of the public service; and he
must confess that what had eome under
his observation, as to changes made in
the designs after contracts had been let,
was certainly not conducive to economy,
The Director of Public Works had brought
this under his notice repeatedly, and
the House might leave it in the hands
of the Government with confidence, and
in the hands of the present Director
of Public Works, who was anxious to put
all branches of his departments into an
efficient state. In saying this. he did not
intend in any way to reflect on the past
Director of Public Works or on a past
Government ; but this coleny had grown
and the Works Department had grown
so quickly, that it was only now a
thorough reorganisation to meet the
changed circumstances of the colony was
being made. The Engineering bhranch
had been re-arranged. The Architectural
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branch had formerly to deal with only a
few small buildings each year, whereas .
now the expenditure was something like |
half-a-millien on buildings in u year, and

when the present Government took office |
he did uot suppose the expenditare in |
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this branch was £25,000a yeur. He was
not prepared to blame any one person in
regard to the past, the business having
grown so quickly. If there was a weak
spot, however, it would show itself
eventually ; and this system of altering
designs after contracts had been let was
indefensible, and had been put a stop to
by the Dircctor of Public Works, who
brought it ander his notice a fow duys
ago with particular reference to the desiyn
for the Mint, and steps had heen taken
which would prevent a recurrence of that
in the future.

Mgr. VENN said he agreed that the
times were changing rapidly, and possibly
the organisation of this branch of the
scrvice had been a mistake in the first
instance; but it was a mistake made
under strony advice, when the Govern-
ment placed the Engineer-in-Chief as the
head of the Architectural branch, and
gave the former head of that branch
the title of Assistant Engineer-in-Chief.
When that system was commenced in
1892 it seemed likely to work fairly wall;
but it was discovered, within twelve
months, that the procedure under it wasnot
exactly tennble,and theinconvenience went
on until last vewr, when the Government
decided to make a change in the system.
The estimates then before the committee
showed there were distinet branches under
the direction of separate hends, and that
arrongement. was made by himself, with
the object of reorganising the department
into disfinet, branches. Sonie very serious
matters were under consideration by
himself, at the time he left oftice, and he
felt confidence in the action which the
present Director of Public Works would
have to take upon those papers. He did
not say this with any disrespect to the
present Assistant Engineer-in-Chief, for
he was admirable in bis particular branch,
and at the head of his profession in this
colony ; but hon. members would know
that in private works, when a person
found an arvchitect tinkering with «
building after the contract bad been let,
the result must be an enormous increase
in the expenditure. The greaf thing they
alldesired b have, inarchitectural designs,
was that the buildings, when completed,
should not show any extras whatever in
the hill. The departmental papers would
show that this practice of altering designs
had led to considernble correspondence
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on the subject, and he felt satisfied that,
after the remarks made by the member
for Geraldton, there must be considerable
changes made in the Architectural branch
of the Works Department,

Mz. GEORGE said he had no wish to
hurt the reputation of the gentleman who
had charge of the Architectural branch of
the Works Department, nor did he desirve
to embarrass the Government or the
Dircctor of Public Works. He sympa-
thised with the Director in this matter,
becanse it had Iecome necessary to re-
arganise a branch of the department
which practically had had no head over
it hitherte. There were encugh bar-
nacles in the department to sink a
. ship, and enough red tape to hang all the
heads of the various branches. Take the
design for the Mint, as an example of the
waut of practical knowledge in preparing
some of the plans. In the course of
business he (Mr. George) had been
applied to for a quotation of the cost of
constructing a strong-room, as designed
for that building, and on going into
details he found it was impossible for
any practical man to make out a tender
on that specification. Then hon. members
would observe the Ladies” Gallery in that
Chamber, lately erected under contract,
and he might say that the contractor,
wishing to get a price for cast.iron
colnmns as shown in the design and
spucified, found there wus no ironfounder
in the colony who had a pattern of thatpar-
ticular deseription for casting iron columns,
and so it would hecome necessary to pay
the extra cost of making a pattern
from which four iron columns could be
cast, although there were four or five
ironfounders in the colony, besides him-
self, who could have supplied columns
sommewhat different from the design, but
equally suitable for the purpose. Re-
ferring also to small buildings which had
been erected at excessive cost, as com-
pared with the purpose which they were
intended to serve, he wmentioned par-
ticularly the post office lately built at
Jarrahdale, the design being so arrunged
that an architect could hardly have made it
less suitable if he had tried. The door was
placed in such a position that the slightest
wind blew the papers about. WNot the
slightest. common sense had been applied
to the designing of that building ; and he
objected geoerally to the want of proper
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adaptation in the designs for build-
ings of public utility, which wuere to be
seen in many parts of the colony. The
erection of the boys’ school in James
Street, Perth, had been arranged for
hefore he (Mr. George) became a member
of this House, and the contractor applied
to him to become a surety, and he con.
gsented. He knew that alterations were
afterwards made in the design, but no
application had been made to the suretices
to sign the altered design; and if there
was any usc in having sureties in con-
nection  with  contracts, surely any
material wlterations should be signed
by the surcty; else how could he he
expected  to  be responsible P He
(Mr. George) knew, at any rate, that
the contractor for that building was not
going fo lose by all the waste of time
which had ensued in the construction of
that building, through alterations in the
design. Oune secret of it was that the
head of the Architectural branch was
hardly ever in his offiee at a reasonable
hour in the morning; and if heads of
departments did not think it necessary
to he there and sce that other persons
in the department were duly atteud-
ing to their duty, it could not be ex-
pected that those other servants would
be very punctnal in attendance. This
gentleman might he seen any day arriv-
ing at the Perth station by train about
10 o'clock; and as he usvally had a
handbag, it hecame nccessary for an
assistant to be at the station to receive
thul: bag and carry it to the office,
although it was a small bag which any
ordinary individual might carry for him-
self. This gentleman might be a splendid
architect, but the country would not
tolerate anyone at the head of a branch
who deliberntely fooled away and wasted
the substance of the country. It was
not merely the waste of money, but the
eountry was calling out in all directions
for the commencement or completion of
buildings that were authorised and
urgently required, some of them not
being even commenced yei, although the
money fuor them was voied last year. He
found that this House voted last year
£160,000 worth of public buildings, not
one of which had heen commenced, and
the only expenditure incurred, nccording
{o the Estimates, on account of the works
so anuthorised was £4 2s. 10d. This
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courge of action, if carried on in connec-
tion with any private business, would
lead to ruin; and he must say that whut
could not be tolerated in a private busi-
ness ought not to be allowed in the busi-
ness of the State. Let the Govermment
give this gentleman a long holiday—say
two or three years.

Tue DirecToR oF PuBLIc WoRrks: If
you will leave him alone, it will be allright
—perhaps mueh sooner than you expect.

Mr. GEORGE said the House believed
the Director of Public Works would be »
success in his posilion; but he must not
be offended if members brought befere
him matters that appeared to them to
require urgent attention. It was also his
intention to speak on the Railway Esti-
mates, simply to acknowledge the good
work that had been done during the last
few months. He believed the present
Commissioner of Railways had done good
work, and that he was getting the loyal
support of the working officers in the
traflic branch of the railways.

TeEE CEAIRMAY said the hon. member
must confine himself to Works, at present.

Mr. GEORGE said that, as he was
going to speak of the Engineer-in-Chief,
he did not know how he could speak of
him if he must not refer to the railways,
because they could not split the Engineer-
in-Chief into two parts, although he was
connected with the two departments of
Railways and Works. Another branch of
the Works Department which did not
give such satisfaction as it might do was
that of the public Accountant. There
could be no effidency in a departiment of
State, or in a private business, which was
continually changing its officers; and he
was informed that within the last eight
or nine months no less than nineteen or
twenty changes of officers had taken place
in the Accountant’s branch, Where had
these men gone? They had not all been
discharged, but the greater portion of
them had actually solicited that they
might be transferred to some other
department. [TrE PrREMIER : Better pay,
I expeet.] No; it was because they had
been working under a head who was not
cousidered by the men to be a theroughly
efticient officer to guide them.

Tae PreExier: There had been a new
chief there for three months.

Mr. GEORGE said these men com-
plained that when they had a grievance
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they were not allowed the privilege of an
inquiry; and he understood that this
privilege had been taken away from them
in that branch of the service. These men
folt they had not been fairly treated ; and,
if that was so, they ought to bave an
opportunity of showing it, or their com.
plaiots should be shown to be unreason-
able. To burke inguiry was not the sort
of thing this House wonld tolerate. He
was informed that, with regard to the
goldfields water supply branch, under
the direction of a gentleman whoe was
scientific, no doubt—because these gentle-
men professed to be scientific, one way or
another—a new set of books was com-
menced, .the others being in a terrible
muddle; but as these new books were
not usvally made in Western Australia,
the scientific gentleman directed that
they must be obtuined frem outside the
colony. That sort of thing meant:
*“ Hang the manufacturers here; let us
support the other colonies!"”

At 630 pm. the Cratrmax loft the
chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the CHAIRMAN resumed
the chair.

Mg. GEORGE, resuming his remarks
on the Accountant's branch, said that
some time ago it had heen found neces-
gary to acquire a new set of books for
the goldfields waler supply, and an order
for these hooks had been sent to the
other colonies, whercas there were firms
in this colony which cruld have carried
out the order. It was an item of only
£34, a small amount, but it showed the
way the wind was blowing, When the
books arrived from unother colomy, it
was found necessary to send them to a
local bookbinder to be reorganised, and
he did not know how much that had cost.
There were constant complaints as to the
delay in obtaiming payment from the
department. for materials supplied, and
these delays could he traced to the
officers of the department. Much of the
trouble, no doubt, had arisen from the
constant changes of officers, no less than
nineteen officers in this branch baving
been changed in nine months, When
the Auditor General’s report appeared,
they would find in it, no doubt, damaging
statements with regard to the former
Accountant, Mr.J. B. Simmons. Charges
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had been wade against that officer, and
ab inquiry had been held, hut the result
had not been laid Dbefore the House.
These complaints were of a serious
character, and he believed the inquiry
showed many irregolarities. It was im-
possible, he understood, to discover how
the accounts really stood, and it was even
sald there was a deficiency in the cash.
The House had a right to expect that the
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result of such an important inquiry .

should be laid on the tallle. The charyges
had beer made in a public manner, and
the regult of the inquiry should be made
equally public. Had he been present
when the railways were under considera-
tion, he would have had a good deal to
say.  For instance, he noticed that the
Railway Department was sending to
England for men, whereas some men in
the employment of the department were
working ouly three and a half or four
days a week.

Tee CHarrMaN said the hon. mew-
ber must not now refer to Railways,
which were not before the committee.

Mr. GEORGE said he simply wished
to show there was no need for any branch
of the public service to import labour.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH called atten-
tion to the very efficient report which had
been laid on the table in connection with
the Works Department, and also the
report which had been produced in con-
nection with the Railways. It was a
matter of very great satisfuction to him
to read the report of these two large
spending departments, and be able to
put a finger upon the way in which the
money was being expended. In times to
come, the data supplied by the report of
the Works Department would be of
immense value, and he wished to compli-
ment the Under-Secretary, Mr. Jull, on
the very efficient report he had prepared.
It had been his intention to speak at
length with regard to the Architect’s

branch, and to lhave said some strong

things. Speaking generally, he had no
hesitation im saying the Works Depart-
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radical changes in the department. He
believed they were taking those steps;
and, if they were, they ought to take the
Hoause into their confidence, and give an
assurance that they intended to put a
stop to those complaints which vexed the
spirits of members from year to year.
Statements had been made 1n the House,
In two successive sessions, which ought

i to have aroused the Ministry fo take

drastic measures fer reform long age.

. The time had come when the House

ment was simply in an atrocious condi- |

tion, and that the monuments of waste
and failure of the department were
scattered up and down the land, from
one end to the other. He wanted the
Minister, before this discussion closed, to
give the House an assurance that the
Government were taking steps te make

wanted something more than a simple
statement that the department was con-
sidering these guestions. The House
required and demanded, and the country
demanded, a distinct assurance from the
Ministry that these things were going to
cease, that they were coming to an end,
and that the Government were taking all
the necessury steps to bring the depart-
ment within control. He hoped the
Director of Public Works would be able
to give such an assurance; and trusting
to him to do so, be (Mr. Illingworth)
did not propose to occupy further rime
in discussing the department. Inciden-
tally, there wus a question to which he
would like to call the attention of the
House. There was a danger that the
heads of this and other departments
were taking on themselves the abso-
lute control of the departments, in
defiance of the Ministers responsible to
the House. ‘This danger had grown up;
and as it was a danger that had te be
fought against in the other colonies, it
would bave to be fought against here.
The danger was increased m colonies
like South Australia, where a new
Minister came into office every year.
What he wished to impress upon the
House and upon the Ministry was that,
as far as the House and the country were
concerned, it was expected that each
Minister would have absolute control of
his department. They did not want, in
that House, to refer to civil servants or
to individuals who were not members of
the Government. They did hold the
head of a department responsible for any
Lickes ; bui unless the Minister had
complete control. they would not be able
to get the results which the country
desired. There was a danger that the
Works Department might be ruled by
the Assistant Engineer-in-Chief; and he
(Mr. IMingworth) hoped the new Minister
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in charge of the department would he
courageous—he had been courageous in o
good many matters already—and that the
Government would be courageous as a
wholg, in holding complete control over
the various departments over which they
presided. He hoped the Minister in
charee of the department, who would, if
the department were to be reformed, have
an exceedingly trying and difficult task to
perform, would feel that every member
of the House was in sympathy with him
in what he proposed to do, and that he
would go through with the weork, having
the assurance that, when using his best
judgment in the matter, he had the re-
presentatives of the country behind him,
and that the House would defend him in
any course he deemed it necessary to
pursue. He did not think that, if they
got from the Ministor the assurance now
asked for, it would be necessary to pro-
long this discussion or to review the
vexatious questions which arose out of
the Works Department. He hoped the
Government would give an assurance
that they would take the necessary drastiv
measures to place this exceedingly un-
satisfactory department on a sabisfactory
basis,

Tus DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Hon. F. H. Piessc) said he
would again assure the House that it was
the intention of the Government, and
particularly his intention, to reform the
Works Departinent. The member for
Nannine, and all hon. members, would
know that it was difficult to deal with a
very old servant, an officer who for years
had been in charge of a department.
He (the Minister) was nor going to
say the whole blame was to be attached
to that officer, for part of it might be
chargeable to others. If there had been
disorganisation of the department, it was
probable there were other causes besides
the ineffiviency of the chief officer. He
did not wish it to be inferred that great
blame did not attach to that officer,
in many ways, especially in regard to
complaints as to the preparation of plans,
referred to by the member for Geraldton,
He had yet to sheet home all the re-
spousibility for those inaceuracies, and
those instances of waste of money; but
probably a good deal of it would have to
he aid upon the head of the department.
There was no doubt some of the com-
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plaints to which reference had been made
that night were made known by officers
of the departiment; because, reading
between the lines, he recognised that the
information supplied to members was in
some instances word for word the same as
had been supplied to him in reports by
officers in the department. That, doubt-
less, was not the right course for officers
in the departinent to pursue; for they
should let the matter rest, after haviog
reported to him, to deal with it in the
ordinary course of husiness. It was the
intention of the Government to deal with
that matter before the House again met;
in fact, the affair had almost reached its
final stage, and he intended io take
inmediate steps to reform and recrganise
the department. He wished to say, in
regatd to the Works Department, that in
his first statement he had referred to the
great assistance rendeved him by the
Under Secretary of Works, who only very
recently had heen appointed to the posi-
tion. Mr, Jull had been appointed by
the Government on the recommendation
of his predecessor; and during the time
he bad filled the position, he had in every
way carried out his duties most satisfac-
torily. Tt wus the most ambitions report
cver prepared by the department. The
desire had been to prepare a veport that
should afford the House all the informa.
tion that ought to be given. It was better
to let the House know all the particulurs
connected with the department, as far as
possible, and be open and aboveboard ;
and the report fairly accomplished that
object. He referred to this matter for
the reason that he considered some
little encouragement was due to the
Under Secretary for the admirable re-
port he had prepared. The report had
been delayed owing to its voluminous
character; but, from the experience
gained in the preparation of the report,
they would be able to have next year's
report ready earlier, and, if possible, it
would contain more information.

Mr. A. FORREST said the thanks of
the House were due to the member for
Geraldton for bringing the matter before
members, in the interests of the general
public. They all knew that, for several
years past, the Public Works Depart-
ment had been in a most unsatisfactory
condition. The same might be said of
the Engineering branch connected with
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railway construction. For instance, the '

contract for the deviation on the Eastern
railway had been let at £48,000, and the
work had cost more than double that
amount. This only showed that the
Architect’s branch was not the only one
that needed reforming. He hoped the
Commissioner of Railways, in addition to
reforming tbe Architect's branch, would
also take some steps in the same direc-
tion in regard to the department charged
with the construction of railways. Care
should be taken that, where contracts
were let, the work should be carried out
for the amount of the tender, and not for
double that amount. It was a singular
fact that the contractor for the deviation

had put in a claim for £35,000, in addi-

tion to the amount of the contract and
the ordinary extras.

TaE PREMIEE:
amount,

Me. A. FORREST said the contractor
had got £11,000 of the £35,000, and
altogether had been paid nearly 100 per
cent. more than his original tender. The
two departments of Railways and Works
were too much for one Minister, and
when a sixth Minister was appointed he
should be made Minister of Works or
Minister of Ruilways, and not receive his
title from ome of the minor depart-
ments.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS said the report of the depart-
ment showed that the increase of cost of
the deviation was due to the presence of
“greasy-backs” in the tunnel, and also
to the necessity for lining the tunnel
with brick in order to make it safe.

M=r. GEORGE, referring tothe item,
“ Engineer-in-Chief, £1,500,” said he
desired to refer to the question of rail-
way construction, especially with re-
gard to the Eastern Railway deviations.
Those who knew anything of rail-
way construction were aware that,
before  tenders were called, surveys
had to be made, and that it was the duty
of the surveyors to put down holes to
discover the character of the material to
be deudt with in preparing their estimates.
The surveyors should be able to
distinguish between rock cutting and
sand excavation; and he remembered
most distinctly that, in reference to this
gontract, drill holes were put down by
the Government engineers. Those engi-

He has not got that
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neers, therefore, should have been able
to observe the existence of the ** greusy-
backs,” and if they did not observe them,
they did not know their business. It
was the business of an engineering sur-
veyor to report, not only on the facts
easily ascertained, but on the conditions
underground. With regard to the tunnel,
he did not suppose there were half-a-
dozen tunnels i the world that were not
brick-lined. Engineers sometimes left out
the lining, in'order to keep down the cost
in their estimates; but the tunnels had
to be lined all the same. The officers of
the department wers not up to their work ;
there could be no question about that.
Some time ago, reference had heen made
to the employment of Mr. Quirk, a repre-
sentative of Messrs. Fowler & Son, of
Leeds, as an expert assistant in the order-
ing of material and machinery. When
this matter was before the House, it was
said, sneeringly, that the complaint was
made only by a newspaper called the
Mining Journal. He mught state that, if
the Mining Jowrnal bad not dealt with
the matter, he would have done so, as he
had the information given to him at that
time, and had gone so far as to speak to
the Commissioner about it. The board
to which reference had beer made con-
sisted of Mr. Quirk and two officers of
the Works Department, and they were
entrusted with the giving of certain
orders. It had been said, from the
Treasury hench, practically that it was
not true those orders had been given ; but
he thought he could show that it was
true, and he was going to agk the Com-
missioner of Railways some questions on
the subject. The statement had heen
made that Mr. Quirk wasa representative
of Messrs. John Fowler & Co., Ltd,
engineering and machinery manufac-
turers, Leeds; and he would like to know
from the Commissioner who appointed
that gentleman to act on the board, and
whether there was any truth in the boast
Mr. Quirk bad publicly made that he
received £10 a day for his services.

Tee CHAIRMAN said the information
asked for by the member for the
Murray bad already been given in the
House.

Mr. GEGRGE said he thought he was
within his right in making these remarks,
because he was on the item ‘ Engineer-
in-Chief.” He had asked a question in
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veference to Mr. Quirk, und he wanted
to know who appointed that gentleman.
He was given to understand that the
Engineer-in-Chief appointed him to aet
on the board with two of the officers in
the department. It could not be denied
that a large quantity of muachinery had
been ordered from Eogland, aud that an
order had been given to John Fowler &
Co. for engines which only that firm
could supply. There was no doubt that,
while these engines were ordered upon
the recommendation of the committee of
which John Fowler & Company’s vepre-
gentative was a member, an order given
to another firm, before the commitice
made their recommendation, had been
cancelled. Would the Commissioner of
Railways say whether that was true?
Would he also say whether Mr. Quirk,
the rvepresentative of John Fowler &
Company, received ten guineas a day for
acting on that committee, and whether
the Government officers who were mem-
bers of the committee were to be
remunerated for their special servicesr
Also, whether the Engineer-in-Chief was
to be relieved from all connection with
the management of the railways, in order
that he might give the benefit of his
long experience and high prefessional
qualifications to the eolony, in devising
and carrying out the large public works
of the colony? As the Engineer-in-
Chief was going away for six or seven
months on a visit to the old conntry to
learn all he could ahout waterworks, and
as he had expressed g wish to be relieved
of managing the railways, why should
the Government not relicve him in that
way ? If the Railway Department could
be managed in Mr. O’Connor’s absence,
ke could be reserved altogether for
his proper sphere as consulting engi-
neer.

Tug COMMISSTONER OF RAIL-
WAYS said Mr. Quirk had been ap-
pointed as a member of the Railway
Workshops Committeeon the recommend-
ation of the Engineer-in-Chief. When
appointed, he (the Commissioner) did
not know Mr. Quirk was connected with
John Fowler & Company; and when
he found it out, he regretted the appoeint-
ment, but found that the connection
with that frm would have no influence
upon the committee in regard to the
ordering of machinery. The report of
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two memnbers of the committee was as
+ follows :-—

“l'o the Engineer-in-Chief.—We beg to
draw  your attention to an article which
appears in the Mining Journal and Investors’
Review, of the 19th inst. ‘lhis article, we con-
sider, whilst being directed mainly against
Mr. Quirk as a mcmber of the Workshops
Committee, reflects so discreditably on our-
selves, as members of this commitiee, that we
take the liberty of asking youn that some action
he taken, either by the publication of this
letter or otherwise, fo formally refute Ghe
suggestions and assertions made. Briefly
stated, the article asserts that Mr. Quirk,
being the representative in this colony of the
enginecring firm of Messrs. John Fowler & Co.,
Ltd., of Lecds, Messrs. Appleby Bros., and
the Johnson 0il Engines Co., has so in-
fluenced the recommendations of the com-
mittee as to secure for these firms orders for
machinery to the extent of £30,000. Inas-
much as it was on Mr. Campbell’s recommen-
dation to yourself that Mr. Quirk was made a
member of this committee, it iz due to Mr.
Quirk that we say we apprecinte the valuable
professional ussistance which he has rendered
on the committee; and onr opinion is, after
completing the task with which we were
entrusted, that we were fortunate in
gecuring his services as a colleague. Before
attacking directly the allegations made,
it may be peinted out that the writer of this
article is apparently in ignorance of the chief
object for which this committee was appointed,
which was to determine the genernl design
and arrangement of the workshops. The class
or maker of the special tools which it will be
necessary to order was of sccondary import-
ance in- our inguiry; and it will not be
suggested, we think, that the fact of a member
of the committee heing connected with ene of
the largest engineering firms in England, and
being also a practical engineer of wide ex.
perience, should incapacitate him from giv.
ing veliable opinions on the buildings,
general relation of same, and machinery
required in a large workshop such as this.
Taking the allegations as they stand: Mr.
Quirk does rcpresent Messrs. John Fowler &
Co. in this colony. He has no connection
however with Messrs Appleby Bros, or
the Johnson Oil Co., and never has had.
With regard to the mythical order for £30,000
worth of machinery, you are aware that the
committee were not empowered to order any
machinery, and as a maiter of fact have not
ordered sixpenceworth. Further, with regard
to the machinery which the commiftee have
included in their report, as being necessary to
be ordered, and which amounts to a little over
£20,000, we have recommended only two small
engines, of a total value of £610, to be ordered
from Messrs. John Fowler & Co. These
engines were selected after careful inquiry into
their special snitability for the work required
of them: and from the evidence which we
| have of their successful operation in other
i places, we have no douht that, if obtained,
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they will be found satisfactory. With respect
to the countormanding of an order which had
been sent home for an engine and boiler, this
wag dorne by Mr. Campbell, and was so done
because of the alterations made by us in the
previously accepted or contemplated desigm.
The writer of this article is good c¢cnough to
describe our selection for the work of this
committee as “ unimpeachable.” We should
have appreciated his commendation and logic
more, however, if. with this opinion of our
ability, be had realised that there was, or is,
little likelihood of our being influencued in the
manner he suggests. (Signed), R. B. Camp-
BELL, Jown A. McDoxalp, M.Inst.C.E.—
21/9f96.”

This report had come to hand since he
last addressed this House on the subject
of the appointment of Mr. Quirk as a
member of the comittee. The report
clearly stated the fucts of the case; and
it proved that an ovder for an engine and
boiler was the only order countermanded ;
also that the committee had recommended
the purchase from John Fowler & Com-
pany of only two small engines of
the total value of .£640, of a special
pattern which, us the member for the
Murray admitted, could not be obtained
from any other firm. The committee had
done good serviee, as the plans of the
Midland Junction workshops would show,
if be had been able to produce them. Mr.
Quirk received five guincas u day as a
member of that committee, or £330 in
all; and it was the intention of the
Government to give the other members

of the board a honorarium of £100
each.
Mr. R. F. SHorr: Are they not

Grovernment officials 7

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAIL- ‘
WAYS: Yes. !

M=. B. F. SnotL: Why should you
give them a honorarium ?

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS: Because we like to recognise
their special service.

Tae Premier: It was verv speciul
service.

Me. GEORGE said he was pleased to
have heard the Commissioner read the
statement made by the other two mem-
bers of the committee; but he could not {
agree with the Commissioner’s reasoning
that there was oulv one type of engine
suitable for the particular purpose, and
that John Fowler & Son, of Leeds, wore
the only firm wlho could supply suitable |
cngines.
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Tie Premier said the amount was
only £640, at any rate.

Mr. GEORGE said be did not take it
as a correct statement that it was neces-
sary that engines of the type previously
ordered should De cancelled, and that
engines of the special type recommended
by this committee, of which Mr. Quirk
was a member, should be obtained from
the firm he represented. To put on the
conunittee a gentleman who was directly
interested in engines of a particular make
was u wrong course to have taken.

Tre Premier said there were three
members on the committee, and not one
alone.

Mr. GEORGE said it should be pretty
well regisiered that any tipping or palm-
greasing had better be stopped. One
other rather important matter was that in
July last, in reference to the Engineer-in-
Chief, he (Dr. George) had asked the
Premier to lay on the table of the House
certain plans and sections and other in-
formation with reference to the Fremantle
harbour works, but these had not been
supplied.

Tue PrEMIER said he had understood
the hon. member to say that his intention
was to ask for them, but he had not
done so.

Mr. GEORGE said that was not so.

I The Premier had stated that he would

lay them an the table, but had not pro-
duced then yet.

Tue PremMiEr said he did not know,
even now, what the hon. member wanted,
and a motion should have been made in
a specific form for the production of what
the hon. member did want.

Mz. GEORGE said he was now going
to move that the consideration of these
estimates be postponed for a fortmight,
because the promised plans and other
information had not heen provided. The
Premier might lay on the table the
weekly progress report wmade hy the
engineer in charge of the Fremantle
harbour works, and if this were doune
he believed it would be found that the
other statemeots which had been placed
before this House, as showing the pro-
gress made from time to time, would he
found to be incorrect.

Tue Premizr said he did not see that
there could be any object, on the purt of
the officers of the depurtment, in mis-
representing the fucts as to the amount
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of progress made. Why should the
Engineer-in-Chief want to misrepresent
facts ?

Me. GEORGE said the Premier had
put to him a conundrum, but he was not
there to answer conundrums. What he
did say was that the usual way, in the
department, of making up the quantity of
stone going into the breakwater was to
measure & sample frain of so many trucks,
each truck carrying a certain quantity of
stone, and that was taken as a sample of
the rest; but it would be found that this
method of computation was not reliable.
The Government were deing this by day
work, and he must say they had no right
to do it in that way. They could not do
it cheaper than by contract, and it was in
fact costing counsiderably more by day
work than it would costif let by con-
tract, and wasg also taking double the
length of time. The reason given by the
engineers was that the system of day work
enabled them to use greater discrimination
as to the material to be put into the break-
water ; but he must say this was false;
for under a proper contract, a schedule
could be drawn which would specify the
material required to be put into the
breakwater. It was not for the Premier
to snub any member who brought these
matters before the House. As fo the
dredge ‘ Premier,” how much real re-
clamation had it done? If the facts
could be got at, they would show that the
statements of work done were not correct,
and these statements had the effect of
hoodwinking the House, by leading mem.
bers to believe the work was being done
vheaper by day work than it would cost
if done by contract. With reference to
the sand dredge, it was represented as
having pamped so much sand and water
in a certain number of hours; but did
the actual cubic measurement confirm
the amount of work which was reported
to have been done? He believed it did
not hear asnything like the same pro-
portion. He was told by men on the
work that it was costing twice as much
as it would do if done by contract ; there-
fore the sooner this House realised that
such statements as had been put before
members by the engineering branch were
not to be relied upon, the better it would
be for the country.

Tue PREMIER said he did not re-

member huving promised to lay certain
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papers on the table, as mentioned by the
hon. wember. Such questions as had
been raised by the hon. member, in this
discussion, conld be better answered by
his giving notice, and then the questions
could be replied to in precise detail. If
papers were wanted, it was easy to make
a motion, and the Government were
willing to give any information or pro-
duce any plans or papers connected with
the harbour works at Fremantle.

Me. GEORGE said he did formerly
give notice of motion in reference to this
matter, but the Premier, with his un-
wieldy majority of seventeen blocks of
jarrah, erushed him.

Tee Premier said it was evident the
mzajority did not want the motion, That
was the explanation of it.

Tue CHATRMAN said the hon. mem-
ber was out of order in talking about
*“17 blocks of jarrah,” if he meant 17
members of this House.

Ttem passed.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH, referring to the
item, “York, middle bridge, £1,100,”
asked how many bridges the Government,
intended o build at York, as it appeared
to be the intention to cover in the whole
length of the river in that town. There
were two bridges over the river at York;-
this was to be the third; and how many
more did they want ?

Me. MONGER said the item referred
to was passed in last year's Estimates,
but the money had not yet been spent.

Item passed.

Mr. HIGHAM, referring to the item
“ Fremantle reclamation, South Béach,
£6,000,” asked if it was intended to ex-
tend the reclamation of the Esplanade, as
requested by the Fremantle people.  The
money provided in this item would only
finish the contract then in hand.

Tue PREMIER said £6,000 was the
total amount of the vote for this year;
and of the £5,000 voted last year, only
£1 6s. had been expended up to the 30th
June last. The £6,000 would carry on
the work this year, and he expected a
fresh vote would have to be asked for
next year, to complete the work. The
mtention of the Government was to
finish the Esplanade, and he expected it
would take another £6,000, in addition
to the present vote, to complete it

Mz, MOSS said the money in this
item was practically expended by thistime.
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Tue PREMIER said the Government
would see what they could do.

M=z. R. F. SpoLr: Unauthorised ex-
penditure again !

Mr. RANDELY, referring to the
item, “Hurbour improvements, Bunbury,
=£4-0000 " said the Engineer-in-Chief, in
reporting on it, appeared to be very
reticent, and he (Mr. Randell) asked
whether the Government were convinced
that the proposal to expend £100,000
for making a breakwater which was not
to come above sea level was the hest
kind of breakwnter for giving protection
to shipping at Bunbury ¥

Tur PrEMiEr said another plan had
since been proposed.

Mr. RANDELL said his opinion was
that uwe barbour enclosed by a break-
water built on the cuter reef, as indicated
on the plan, would be effectual for pro-
tecting the shipping at Bunbury, and
nothing short of going inside fthe estuary
would make a complete harbonr there.

Tre PREMIER said he was glad the
hon, member had drawa attention to this
important matter, because the proposal
invelved a large expenditure, and it was
right the matter should he approached
with care, and that full information
should be giver to this House with
regard to it. Two sets of plans had been
_ placed on the table of the Housc by the
Engineer-in-Chief. One was for o sunken
breakwater in the estuary, and the other
was for a breakwater above the sea level,
the same as at Fremantle, and rising
some 15 feet above the sea. Before
this House could be asked to expend
money on the work; it was very
necessary, and certainly but reasonable,
that the Government should take the
opportunity of explaining how the matter
stood. As hon. members all knew, the
policy that had been adopted by the
Government and this House, during the
last five or six years, had heen one of
assistance i every way that was possible
tv the producers of the colony. The
House and the Government were vot
afraid to spend large sums in the Northern
parts of the culony for providing shipping
facilitivs.

Me. R. F. Suor: Yeudon't do it

Twe PREMIER: The hon. member
had had his sharve, and would get n lot
mere if he would only keep quiet. In
the porthern parts of the colony, the

(8 Ocroser, 14946.]

Public Works. 983
Government. had built jetties at large
expense to give shipping facilities te pro-
ducers of wool and stock, with the vbject
of encouruging the pastoral industry,
and with the view to the markets being
supplied by producers living within the
colony. In every purt of the colony they
were trving to provide such facilifies as
wuuld best assist the producers. There
was not u single port, from Cambridge
Gulf in the North to Eugla in the South,
where the Government were not deing as
much as possible at the present time in
the way of providing facilities for pro-
ducers.  He regretted to say the port of
Bunbury was not a very good one. It
was an exposed place, suffering especially

from north-west winds, which in winter

blew strongly; aund the only protection
to shipping at Bunbury wus the hasalt
reef running out to Point Casuarina, a
couple of thousand feet. In the summer
time. with south-west winds prevailing,
and even with westerly winds, the place
was fairly sheltered; but in the winter
time, with north-west winds, it was
a very exposed place for shipping.  This
port was the natural outlet for all that
part of the country. The colony, as a
whole, was nof blessed with many good
harbours—indeed, with the exception of
King George's Sound (Albany), and to
some extent Geraldton, there wag no
anchorage in the Seuth-West portion of
the colony that was at all serviceable.
But the wnchoruge, such as it was, at
Bunbury, had had this result, that Bun-
bury had become established in the early
days of the colony, and now it was the
only port and ontlet for all that exten-
sive district. No one would deny it was
a district capable of supporting a con-
siderable population. Tt was a very good
agricultural district, and a fair pastoral
chs‘tru.t. it had a good elimate, and a
very abundant rainfall up to 30 odd
inches per annum; and it was capable,
he was positive, of supporting a large
population, The svil being fairly good,
and the rainfall quite ample to support a
large population, Buohury was at present
the only outlet for one of the largest
industries in this colony —the timber
industry. Thev knew that, in years
gone by, the timber industry had nat:
heen a lucrative investment for those
engaged in it, consequent on the dili-
cultics of shipping the timber and the
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low price at which jarrah had been sold;
but during the last few years the timber
industry had become second only to the
gold industry. T.eaving out for u moment
the greatest industry of all, the agricul-
tural industry, there was no industry to
which they looked forward with so much
hope, except wold, as the timber industry ;
and he believed there was no place in the
colony which was so well situated, so
convenient to the coust for the export
of jarrah, and there was no place where
there was such a large quantity and good
quality of jarrah in the neighbourhood,
ag the port of Bunbury. There was no
place which had such a large area of
jarrah near to it, and of such good
quality, as the port of Bunbury. It
was the mnearest port to the largest
and best arca of jurrah in this colony.
The members for West Kimberley and
Wellington kunew the conntry about
Bunbury, and would bear him out in
that statement. Bunbury was also the
nearest port to the Collie coalfields, and
as Parliament was building a railway to
develop that coal, and expected great
things from that industry, and us the
Collie railway wowld also open up an
immense jarrah business along its course,
that business would pay for the line in
itself. Bunbury was only 40 miles from
the Collie coalficlds, as cowpared with 120
miles from the port of Fromantle, and 77
miles to the Vasse; therefore it must be
evident that Bunbury must be the natural
outlet for the Collie coal. Then as to
the extent of the saw-milling industry,
which was increasing so rapidly, take the
jarrah that was now being cut at Donny.
brook, where a large number of people
were just beginning to be employed. He
was told, the other day, that the popu-
lation ut Dennybrook was 500, engaged
in the timber industry; and the distance
from Donnybrook to Bunbury was 25
miles as against 135 miles if the timber
from Donuybrook were taken all the way
by rail to Fremantle for shipment. Was
any mewmber going to advocate that, for
all time, they must have a system of
centralisation—a system of Dbringing
everything to one port, whether to Albany,
or Fremantle, or anywhere else? [Mr.
Stmpson : Say Esperance.] They were
not going to carry timber and other
produce past the nearest port, because it

happened not te be a very good one, in |
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order to ship it at some distant port
where the facilities weve better. That
was u policy he was not prepared to
accept or advocate. He meutioned
this Dbecanse it had been stated by
some people — by himself, too — that
what they should do was not to spend
much money oo the outports of the
colony, as Parliament was spending a
large summ in improving the central port
of Fremantle, and that as all roads led to
Rome, so the best thing to do in this
colony was to run the goods by railwuy to
Fremantle, where great facilities were
being provided for dealing with imports
and exports. So far as the Government
and himself personally were concerned, he
was determined to do the utmost in his
power to make Fremantle a first-class
port, and give it all the help which it
was possible for him to give; but hewas
not prepared, while doing this, to alto-
gether forget and forsake the interest
of other places which were entitled to
have shippiug facilities provided, as being
the natural ports of the adjacent districts
which had large quantiilies of produce to
export. Of course, if it could not Le
avoided, his argument altogether fell to
the ground ; forif there was no place at
Bunbury capable of improvement in the
way of providing shipping facilities and
protection, everyone would be willing,
and vo one more than himself, to bring
the timber and other exports from the
Bunbury district to Fremantle, as the
nearest good port.  Following out the
principle they had adopted throughont,
m trying to assist the producers of the
colony, the Government thought that a
port like Bunbury, which was capable of
improvement and was the natural outlet
of alarge extent of country, which was
going to be the home for all time for a
large number of people, and where there
was an induostrious population settled now
and always would be settled there—the
Government. had agreed that, if there was
a way of improving this harbonr so as to
make if, cupable of accommoduting the
shipping of a Jurge producing district, and
for which the harbour wasnaturally suited,
they wounld only be doing their duty, with
that object in view, by asking Parliament
to authorise the necessary expenditure.
The Government thought that, whatever
they did at Bunbury harbour, they should
do quickly, as the export of jarrah should
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be encouraged in every way. The Go-
vernment were extending the railway °
system to Bridgetown, which would
bring into use another 40 miles of
excellent jurrab forest for exportation,
and the present was the time for the
giving of facilities for this export trade.
The Government thought, too, that the
timber should be put on board at the
- port nearest the point at which it was
eut. Hon. members were aware that two
schemes had heen placed before the Go-
vernment for a harbour at Bunbury—
one for an inner harbour, and the other
for an outer breakwater. He supposed
no one would argue that, if the inner
harbour could be made successtully und
put in working order, and if the colony
conld afford it, this would not be a better
plan than making an outer breakwater.
‘With an inner harbour, the ships counld
come alongside, whereas the breakwater
would only provide a certain amount of
shelter.  The reason why he had not
subscribed, himself, to the project for
the inner harbour at Bunbury could be
explained in a few words. Firstly,
an inner harbouwr would, in his opinion,
cost too much, and the expenditure upon
it would not at the present time be
justified. He could not believe that they
would be justificd in embarking on a
scheme for the improvement of the har-
bour at Bunbury that would cost some-
thing like £400,000 or £500,000. The
reason why he was in favour of the outer
breakwater was that it could be done
gradually, and be begun at once; that
every ton of stone thrcmn into the sea
nou]d do its work, and would have some
isible effect, and the breakwater would
grnw lhefore the eyes of the people, and
he believed it would be a great success.
The Engineer-in-Chief, with whom he had
had many conversations on the subjeet,

and who assisted him greatly in the .

matter, had to base his calculations on
a maximum expenditure of £100,000;
because he (the Premier) told him he
was not prepared to ask the House
for more than that. The work, when
completed, had not to exceed that

amount ; and the Engineer-in-Chief had |

to base his plans upon that lmit.
The mmner harbour scheme, therefore,

was out of the question, for very little -

could be done in connection with 1 for
£100,000. A scheme for a submerged
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! breakwater bad been proposed by the
Engineer-in-Chief, the object being to
extend the breakwater as far as possible
into the sea, for sheltering the anchorage.

" Mr. O'Connor seemed to think this

scheme would give the best results; hbut,

at the request of himself, the Engineer-
in-Chief prepared a scheme for a break-
water to rizse above the water. He (the

Premier) objected to the submerged

breakwater, because it would be neces-

sary to put the stone into harges, and in
that case the stone would bave to be com-
paratively small; also, and chiefly, he
objected that, after the scheme was com-
pleted, there would be nothing visible to
gshow for it, as the work would be all
under water, so that when he visited

Bunbury and was asked some day by a

friend where the breakwater was, he

could cnly indicate the part of the estuary
where it lay under the water. The

Engineer-in-Chief, therefore, had pre-

pared a scheme for a mole similar to that

at Fremantle, and he (the Premier) very
much preferred it. There was no occasion,
however, for the House that night to

decide as to the plan to e followed. A

mole, no doubt, would be constructed ;

but whether it would be exactly in
accordance with one plan or another was
not a matter to whick he should like to
pledge himself, or that hon. members
need pledge themselves to. He wished
the House to agree to the expendilure
of £40,000 out of revenue for this year,
and to the continuation of the work to
the extent of £60,000 more later on.

Hon. members would notice that the

Government were trying to do this work

out of revenue, instead of out of loan,

and he believed that was a system which
commended itself to the House. He had
objected, as he had said, to the inner

! harbour because it would cost too much,

the estimate being £400,000, and because

there was some amount of doubt as to
what the issue would be. He had lived

+ all his youth at Bunbury, and knew the

| place very well. ‘The estuary was some-
times fed by a tremendous curvent of

| water from the Collie and Preston rivers.

The Collie River was very shallow in

" places, so shallow that it was difficult or

impossible to take over a bout; and if a

barbour were made in the estuary, the

channel might possibly Bl up.  There
was no doubt it would cost u great deal
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of money to keep the channel open,
dredges being constantly required. He
was not prepared to take the responsi-
bility of advocating the inmer harbour
gcheme,  He might add that the
Eungineer-in-Chief had pointed out that,
even if the inver scheme were car-
ried out, only the ordinary small steamers
trading on the coast would be able to
enter if, the channel being narrow and
two to threc miles in length. Iloods
in the rivers, too, were frequent every
yvear. It would also take many years
before there could be any result from
that scheme, and the port of Bunbury
could hardly afford to wait. They might
wait five years for a big result, and it
had Dbeen shown, in reference to Fre-
mantle, that they could wait; but they
had seen what length of time it took at
Fremantle to carry out harbour works,
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even with all the resources of the Govern-

ment applied to the work, and particu-
larly the time occupied in constructing
the wmoles and excavating the rock at
Fremantle, He did not know if there
would be any rock at Bunbury to exca-
vate, and hoped there would not; but the
inner harbour scheme would mean a loss
of five years in time, for a doubtiul result.
At Bunbury, they wanted the result
quickly, and wanted @ scheme that would
grow as the circumstances of the colony
grew, so that the people would be able to
see the work growing before their eyes.

The breakwater to be built would give °

excellent protection in winter from the
north-west winds. He had consulted the
Engineer-in-Chief, also Mr. Hodgson, and
others, and they all assured him there was
nothing impracticable about the scheme,
and that it was very simpleindeed. A good
quarry had been found a mile and a half

from the Collie railway station, and there -

would be no difficulty in cominencing work
so soon as the expenditure of the money
was authorised. The Government did
not want to he conneeted with any failure
in this matter, and he did not want to be
associated with this work, if it wus not
going to be suceessful, He thought it
was # reasobable scheme, for it simply

Public Works.

with the money than was indicated in the
report. Lo fact, the engineer who had pre-
pured the report said he believed a good
deal more would he dene with the money
than was shown in the report, but that he
wished to be on the safe side. As to the
sum of £40,000 for this year, £20,000 of
it would be spent on plant. and that plant
would not be all wasted, for when these
works were completed, some of the
plant could he used for other works.
In regard to his advocacy of the pro-
ject. be might say he had approached
1t with some degree of delicacy. He was,
on that occasion, in a position he had not
often oceupicd in this House, for he was
there as the representative of the Govern-
mens, entrusted with great powers and
also with great responsibilities, and he
was there also as member for the district
of Bunbury. It was rvather a peculiar
position, and not cue he liked very much,
us he would rather advocate the claims nf
other districts than the ¢laims of his own
district; bence he felt o little delicacy
about the matter, for it seemed like ad-
vocating the claims of one's own family.
He thonght, however, he conld say he
had pleaded the cause of every district
in the colony and tried to help every
place, and now that he had to ask hon.
members to help him in advocating the
claims of his own district, he hoped hon.
members would not think he was asking
for anything that was unreasonable or
that wus not justified. He helieved the
work would he a success, and he hoped
hon. members would be able to support
him in his efforts to give protection to
shipping at the port of his own district.
He helieved he wus not doing wrong in
asking members for their support. He
certainly would not do it if he thought
he was bringing a burden on the colony.
He hiad no renson whatever for advocat-

ing the scheme, bevond that it was a

propused to take wdvantage of a natural -

breakwater and add o it, and the cost of
the work uppeared rensomible, Engincers,

s wis known, were very careful about

figures, and he had uot the slightest

deserving objeet; and he left it in the
hands of hon. membuers, feeling sure they
would deal with it as they thought best
in the interests of the colony.

Mz, RANDELL said he wished to
express bis unqualified sympuathy with
the Premier in his advocacy of a scheme
for improving the harbour at Bunbury.
The Premier he thouwght need feel no
delicacy ahout the matter, owing to his
heing member for the district.  Bunuobury

doubt that more work would be done | was u large and important place, and had
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considerable industries which should
be assisted. He hoped hon.
would be quite willing to give Bunbury a
better harbour.
abserve that the money was to be pro-

(8 Ocroser, 1896.]

members

He was pleased to

vided out of current revenue, instead of -

toan. He was quite aware that the pro-
viding of a harbour at Bunbury was a
different problem from providing a har-
bour at Fremantle.
diffidence on the subject, as he did not
know very much about that port, whereas
with regard to Fremantle he was fully
conversant with all the local conditions.
He had made inquiries as to the condition
of the port of Bunbury, and as to whether
the proposed mole pgoing out from

Casuarina Point would be effective, and .

he was quite in accord with the scheme
for a wmole elevated above water level
He remembered being at Bunbary in
moderately roungh weather, when a vessel
that was loading timber had to haul off
from the jetty. That, in itself, wus a
serious disadvantage for the port, as it
increased the cost of shipment. The
vessel he referred to afterwards went
ashore, and becume a total wreck, whereas
if therc had been a breakwater in the bar-
bour, she would probably have lain safely
under shelter. He hoped hon. memnbers
would agree that it was necessary to
carry out the proposed work, to give some
protection to vessels lo'l.dmg at Bunbury.
The interests of the Bunbury district,
with its coal and timber resources, were
very large, and he was quite sure mem-
hers would agree with the policy of
decentralisation enunciated by the Pre-
mier, although the hon. gentlemau might
anticipale that the argument would be

He spoke with some |

used on other occasions by representatives |

of other places.
had great claims upon the colony, and it
wits necessary to improve the harbour
accommodation of that part of the coast,
especially as nature bad, as the Premier
pointed out, assisted iu the formation of
a breakwater by the reef running out
from Casuwrina Point, for the protection
of the mercantile maring. The sum of
£100.000 was a recasonable price to pay
for so useful a work, especiully as
the House was not in the hunour to
expend £400,000 upon an inner har-
hour.

The Bunbur}* district -

Public Works. 487
the Premier had shown in advociding the
claims of Bunbury: but after making a
careful examination of the evidence in
favour of the breakwater, he (Mr. Illing-
worth) felt bound to ask the committee
to strike out the item, because he was
convinced the work would not prove to
be effective for the purpose for which it
was intended, or indced that it would be
of uny value whatever. It was remark-
able that the Engineer-in.Chief, the only
expert upon harbour works in the colony,
and a man of great experience and ability,
upon whose counsel the cotony was spend-
ing large sums of money in other direc-
tions, should have sauid no more in favour
of the Bunbury breakwater than that the
estimates of cost were reliable, that the
work could be carried out within the
allotted time, and that it was practicable
from an engineering point of view. There
was not a single word of recommendation
in the report of Mr. O'Conner, who was
the best wuthority, the strongest nua, i
the colony upon a question of this kind.
Mr. O’Connor had not said the break-
water was o desirable work, or that it
would be effective when carried ont.  The
committee ought not to pass this item
until it had a proper recommenda-
tion from the Engineer-in-Chicf, and
proper evidence in support of that re-
port. When the colony was carrying out
the Fremantle harbour works and other
large schemnes, upon the recommendation
of the Engineer-in-Chicf, 2 man whose
opinion the country valued, a breakwater
at Bunbiry ought not to bhe undertaken
until it had the distinct approval of the
Engineer-in-Chief. He (Mr. Ilingworth)
had good reason to believe Mr. O'Connor
would not give his authority and pro-
fessional approval to the scheme that was
proposed. The consequence was that
the committee had before them only the
report of Mr. Hodgson; and when the
£100,000, which it was proposed to spend
upon the work, had grown te £200,000,
it would probably he found that the
country had been comnitted to an
absolutely useless work, Was the break-
water to be o scheme that was to be of

. practical value to the colony, or was it

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he could -

sympathise with the fecling of diffidence

simply to help the people of Bunbury to
spend the public money? Of course the
Premier had a deep-scated conviction that
the breakwater would he for the good of
the colony, er he would not ask the com-
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mittee to carry it out; hut the Premier
had given his adhercnce to a work that
would not do what was expected. If a
harbour was to be made at Bunbury, that
would be a much more expensive work
than a breakwater to cost £100,000. He
had no feeling on this matter; but,
reading hetween the lines of the reports
which had been presented to the House,
the only statement which had been made
by the Engineer-in-Chief on the subject
might be summed up as saying that,
although the work could be carried out
for the sum Mr. Hodgson estimated, yet
Myr. ’Connor did not think it would be
any good when it was done, [Tue
Prexier: He does not sav so.] That
was to be inferred from the report signed
by Mr. O’Connor; and that being the
conclusion to which he (Mr. Illingworth)
had come, he had no other course open to
him, if he desired to do his duty to the
colony, than to move that the item be
struck out; not that he was opposed to
harbour being made at Bunbury, or to
expending money upon a serviceable
scheme, but only on the ground that there
was no evidence before the committee that
the breakwater now proposed would be
of any practical use when constructed.
Before entailing a large expenditare, the
committee were entitled to have a good
deal more evidence than it had on that
occasion, to justify the step. What was
the pressure in this particular case ? The
member for Geraldton had pointed out,
the other evening, that only onc foreign
ship had entered the port of Bunbmry last
vear, and she never went out again. He
(Mr. Ilingworth) did not know whether
that was the vessel that the member for
Perth spoke of as having been in trouble
at Bunbury; but before this item for
the breakwater was voted, the committee
should have a return showing the pro-
bable shipping requirements of Bunbury,
and evidence showing that the scheme
was one of ufility, Even if there
was a good harbour at Bunbury, as
there was at Geelony, on the Vigtorian
const, vessels would still go to the
principal port instead of to the side
poris; and he was afraid that, if the
breakwater was completed, it would not
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be used to a large extent.
Tue PrEMIEk: You said vou were mn |
favour of a harbour at Bunbury. Now

|
you say you don't want it. '

Pubdlic Works.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH said he was not
speaking against the making of a harbour
at Bunbury, but he wanted evidence that
the scheme was necessary and practicable ;
and when the Engineer-in-Chief made
that recommendation, he would vote for
the item.

Tre Premier: Whose scheme is it?
Do you think I made it ?

Mr. Sinpson: No one seems to want
to own it.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The only evi-
dence in favour of the breakwater was
that of Mr. Hodgson, a person of whom
he had never heard. If it was the same
Mr. Hodgson who reported on the Cool-
gardie water scheme, all he (Mr. Illing-
worth) could say was that on such works
he would rather take the opinion of Mr.
Hodgson than on the oneunder disenssion.
Although the Premier desired to see this
work carried out, the Engineer-in-Chief
did not furnish any distinct opinion in
regard to the question.

Ture PreEmigr: What does he say?
Read it.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said he would
read Mr. O'Conunor’s report, if the Premier
wished it. Tt said: ““In pursuance of
“the veport supplied by Mr. Goode, M:
“Inst. C.E., on the two alternative pro-
‘“posals for the construction of harbour
“works at Bunbury, I have the honour to
“state that I concur generally in Mr.
“Goode's temarks; that is to say, as
“follows :—(1) I think that the work
“indicated on Mr. Goode’s plan, in the
“form of a submarine mole from the
‘ Casuarina Point, can be done to about
* the extent which be indicates for about
“ £100,000. (2) Lthink that the inner
*harbour scheme, havingan entrancefrom
“the sea in the vicinity of the Preston
“River, can be carried out to the extent
‘“indicated by Mr. Goode for about the
“ sum whichhe names, namely, £430,000.
* (3) The time which the submarine mole
“ from Casuarina Point would take to con-
“struet would probably be about three
“ years from the date of its being author-
“ised. (4) Both schemes are, in my
“ gpinion, quite practicable.” Thus, both
schemes were guite practicable, and no
doubt it was practicable to throw granite
inio the sea; but what the committec
wanted to know was whether, when it
was thrown there, it would make a break-
water that would be effeclive for the
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purpose for which it was intended; and ' had been placed before the committec.

the Engineer-in-Chief said nothing about
that in his report. A more colourless
report had never been placed before
Parliament. If ever a report said, “1
have been asked for a report upon this
scheme; I do not believe in it, and I
am 1ot going to commit myself,” it was
this report.

THE PREMIER: ‘What does the other
report say *

Me. ILLINGWORTH said he would
read the other report, which ran:—*In
“purseance of the request made by the
“ Hon. the Premier to be supplied with an
“estimate asto how far the mole from

“Casuarina Point could be carried for |

© £100,000, if it were to be about the same
“ height us the breakwater at Fremantle
“ (that is to say, about 16 feetabovelow-
‘“water mark), as shown in the design
“already laid on the table of the Legisla-
“tive Assembly, I have the honour to
“enclose herewith a set of plans, with
“the reportof Mr. Hodgson, containing
“ gstimates, in which I can concur, tothe
“ effect that the distance to which £1 00,000
“wonid carry the work on the bhigher
¢ level wonld be 3,000 feet, instead of the
“ 4,100 feet it can be carried for the same
“amount at the lower level.” Now, this
was & report simply suying that so much
granite could be thrown into the sea for
8o much money, and in so much time,
‘What he wanted was an assurance from
the Engineer-in-Chicf that, when the
granite was thrown into the sea, the
result would be the creation of a mole
that would shelter the shipping. He
wanted to impress it upon the committee
that this scheme was not fathered by the
one man in the colony who was capable
of giving an opinien upon it; and the
committee would not be justified in com-
mitting the country to the expenditure,
until Mr. O'Connor supported it. He
therefore moved that the item be struck
out.

Tae PREMIER said he wrote to Mr.
O’ Connar, some time ago, and told him,
as he had told the Legislative Assembly,
that the money he would ask the House
to sanction for the Bunbury harbour
works would be £100,000; and he asked
to be supplied with a statement as to the
best means, in bis judgment, of expend-
ing the money on the harbour,

1

He (the Premier) never suggested where
the mole should be put, or in what
direction it should go. He merely asked
the Engineer-in-Chief to suy what could
be done with this amount of money,
supposing it were made available for the
work ; and asked him to adrise as to
sume scheme by which the harbour at
Bunbury: might be improved with that
amount. The result was the plans and
the reports which had been laid on the
table. It would not be his duty, and it
certainly would be fur from bis inclination,
to urge upon any officer that such officer
should report in any particular way upon
any project. He should consider he was
acting most improperly if he tried to
influence in any way an officér as to what
report he should submit to that House.
No influence had been brought to bear
by the Government.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH :
gested.

THE PREMIER sajd the only thing
the Engineer-in-Chief was asked to do
was to let him have a scheme which
would do the most with the sum of
£100,000, in order that the report might
be laid before Parliument, and that had
been doue.

Mr. CLAREKSON said the member
for Nannine had got a little out of his
depth on the Bunbury barbour question.
‘What right had the hon. member to
assume that the Engineer-in-Chief had
no faith in the scheme that was being
discussed ? Tt was not the first time one
had heard the hon. member tallong
about things he did not understand.

Me. ILLingworTE : You speak about
lambs’ tails, and you will be talking about
things you understand.

Mr. CLAREKSON said the port of
Bunbury was the outlet for a large dis-
trict, and to connect the harbour with
the railway system would alone warrant
the construction of the breakwater, He
was sure that the committee would see
reason for passing the vote, notwith-
standing the manner in which the member
for Nannine bad attempted to attack the
scheme which the Engineer-in-Chief
advised.

Sk JAMES G. LEE STEERE said

It is not sug-

The ! that, having a knowledge of Bunhury, be

result was the plans and estimates which | was of opinion that anyone Lnow:ug any-
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thing of the locality would agree with °
him that the construction of the pro-
posed breakwater would greatly improve
the harbour, and that 1t ought to be
carried out. Tt seemed to him that the
presence of the Casuarina Reef invited
the placing of a breakwater upon it. A
breakwater of the same height as the one
at Fremantle would be of very great
advantage to the port of Bunbury. He
would not have Dheen at all inchned to
support the scheme for the inner harbour,
the value of which was very problematical,
as there would be great difficulty in
getting an entrance to it without constant
dredging; but he regarded the break-
water as being very feasible, and the
amount, of the vote asked for was a
moderate one.  He hoped the committee
would agree to the vote.

Mr. COOKWORTHY said the facts
did not bear out the statement that was
frequently made in the Assembly, thut a
lot of public money was spent at Bun-
bury. The new post office and school
house, the railway station, and the
hospital were the principal votes, and he
did not think members would object to
any of them. The old hospital was a
disgrace to civiisation. The distriet had
important resources in agriculture, timber,
and coal, and he believed gold would be
found if it was prospected for. He con-
sidered that Bunbury was justified in
getting these harbour works; but
although granite would be put into the
mole, he did not think it would stop
there, owing to the terrific force of the
storm-beat of the ocean, which was not
so great a danger to the partly protected
harbour works at Fremantle. Tf a barbour
was to be properly made at Bunbury, it
would have to be one like that at Colombo,
where there were exactly the same con-
ditions to contend against. At Plymouth
(England) he had seen large blocks of
stone carried by the sea right over the
breakwater, and that was what Bunbury
would be exposed to. At the same time,
that was only bis opinion. The Engineer-
in-Chief said the breakwater scheme was
practicable; and if that should prove to
be the case, the hreakwater would be of
much service to shipping at Bunbury,
The cost of the work was not excessive,
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and even if the mole should be o failure,
it would serve as the foundation for o
more pormanent work.

Public Wearks.

Mr. GEORGE said that, with refer-
enrce to this harbour scheme, the member
for Nannine was right in stating they
should have from the Engineer-in-Chief
something more than vague generalities
as a recommendation of the scheme,
Being experienced, clever, and courageous,
the Engineer-in-Chief’s veport, written in
guarded terms, was not such as they
might expect from the chief adviser of
the Government,  The geographical josi-
tion of this harbour demanded as much
protection as could be given to it; and
as to the timber business in that district,
he believed the 500 people who were said
to be employed around Donnybrook, now
in the timber husimess, would merease
within a short time to one or two thou-
sand men, and these would support a
general population of 5,000 or 6,000
people. There was a good demand for
the export of jarrah Dblocks, and this
dewand had until recently been supplied
by one or two mills in the colony.
Latterly, sawmills in the Bunbury dis-
trict had been trying to supply the de-
mand; but what was the use of trying to
do se, if the port of Bunbury was uot
made secure for shipping 7 What would
be the use of ships coming to Fremantle
to load timber cut at Bunbury? It was
better that shipping facilities should be
provided at Bunbury, rather than that
timber from the Bunbury district should
be brought to Fremantle. He trusted
the House would pass this item; al-
though he thought the Engineer-in-Chief
should not shelter himself behind vague
generalities in reference to this harbour
scheme, but if he really believed in it he
should give such assurances as the House
had a right to expect from the consulting
engineer of the Government.

Mer. A. FORREST, in supporting the
item, said he had been surprised to find
the member for Nannine asking that this
amount should be taken away from the
harbour works at Bunbury. If the hon.
member had visited that district during
the last few months, he would realise
how absolutely necessary it was, in the
interests of the country, that shipping
facilities should be provided at that port.
No one except those who had seen it, as
he had seen it during the last month,
eonld realise the large amount of land-
clearing, and the large number of saw-
mills lately started to work in the Bun-
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bury district.
to the Collic coalfields would be com-
menced shortly; also the railway to
Bridgetown ; and why on earth should
this ¢olony build these railways for the
development of the resources of the
Southern districts, if it was not alse in-
tended te provide harbour facilities at
Bunbury as the natural port of those
districts for dealing with
They all knew that, within a radius of 40
miles of Bunbury they had, second to the
goldficlds, the largest industry of the
colony, and ovne that would immensely
ingrease our cxport trade. It would be
impossible to cut the timber between
Donnybrook and Bridgetown, or hetween
Donnyhrook and the Collie, and send it
by ruil for "shipment at Fremautle, De.
cause this could not be done at a profit,

in competition with mills which were |

situated so much nearer to Fremantle, or
near to a good port. It was hoped the
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The building of a railway -
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weak point of the scheme that the Engi-
neer-in-Chief shouid evade his responsi-
bility by a half-hearted kind of report,
However, the responsibility for carrying
out the scheme must rest upon him, und
if the scheme proved « fuilure he would

" he answerable, because his duty was to

products? -

Ce

Collie conl would be exported largely; .

therefore shipping facilitics at Bunbury
werc necessary for that. In fact, no
further railways should be built in these
districts, and all public works should be
stopped, unless facilities for shipping
produce at the nataral port were to be
provided. He supposed the member for
Nannine would support the building of
a railway from Cue to Nannine; and yet
he had been arguing that harbour works
at Bunbury were nol necessary.

M=z. ILLineworTH said he did not suy
that.

Me. A, FORREST said the hon. mem-
ber had said what was tantamount to it.
If the House did not vote the amount for
this item, they should understand that,
as a consequence, there could be no more
timber mills opened in the Bunbury dis-
trict. As the hon. member for Nelson
(8ir J. G. Lee Steere) had told them, the
harbour at Bunbury was one that had
been made by nature, and it vnly required
the art of man to complete it by provid-
ing some necessary protection and facili
ties for shipping. That was very sound
advice, coming from a member who had
had experience as a sea captain, and
understood the requircments of shipping,

Me. R. F. SHOLL said he intended to
support this item. He agreed with the
member for Nannine in saying that the
Eugineer-in-Chief should have given an
explicit and decisive opinion. It was the

have stated definitely that he had no
confidence in the scheme, for that was
what was really meant hy his vagne
report.

ThHe Premier: He says it is quite
practicable.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL said the report was
half-hearted.  If, as the member for
Sussex had said, the granite that might
he tumbled into the mole would be
washed away by the sea, that was a poor
proapect; or if, as the same hon. member
had said, this scheme was to be like the
harbour at Coloinbo, then it would be a
very expensive job. No doubt there
would be a very large export of timber at
Bunbury, if shipping facilities were pro-
vided ; but he did vobt agree with the
member for West Kimberley in saying
the Collie coul would be suitablefor export,

THe PrEMIER: It is better as it goes
down.

Mz. R. F. SHOLL: It will take up
0o much bunker space in the steamers.

Mgr. VENN suid bhe did not suppose
they could have a more contentious ques-
tion than that of harbour works, no
matier what part of the coast they were
to be provided for. While the remarks
of the member for Nannine were very
much {o the peint, in saying it would have
been more satisfactory to have had a
report from the Engineer-in-Chief divectly
recommending the scheme; still it would
have been better for the colony, as
he suggested some time back, to
have referred this gquestion to a select
committee, which would have obtained
for the House more information and
given it more confidence. No one could
be more interested in this question than
himself, for during many vears he bad
taken a keen and active interest. in proving
and developing the Collie coal; and he
knew that extensive harbour works at
Bunbury must follow, as a consequence
of the development of that coalfield.
Therefore, having decided on the develop-
ment of the Collie coalfield, they must
consider thenecessity forextensive harbour
works at Bunbury. Tt did eccur to him
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that, if they were to follow up the ques-
tion beyond that of merely shipping
timber ut Banbury, and were to go mto
the larger question of shipping coal there,
then the building of a mole for protect-
ing the shipping at Bunbury would not
give the quiet water that was necessary
for loading coal at all times. The time
must come when there must be an inver
harbour at Bunbury; and it would not
matter whether the amount to be expended
in making a barbour there was to he
£400,000 or £500,000, in comparison
with the enormous value of the coal
deposits at the Collie, and of the coal
export. In a few vears time, the ques-
tion of a few hundred thousand pounds
would be no question at all, in view of
the development of that coalfield and the
increasing resources of the colony; bnt
there was some wisdom in pansing before
they entered upon the questions involved
in a harbour scheme for Bunbury. The
proposed mole would give a good deal of
protection, in any case, and as he was
anxions, and the whole district was
anxious, that some work should be under-
taken for improving the harbour at Bun-
bury, and as an inner harbour must be
constructed sooner or later, they might
undertake what was necessary to give
such immediate protection as they could
for the shipping of timber, which was
becoming important. Therefore he had
pleasure in supporting the item. He
would have felt more confidence in the
scheme if the whole question had been
referred to a select committee, as they
might then have obtained a wnanimous
vote for it.

Item passed.

Me. GEORGE, referring to the item,
“Perth reclamation and dredging in
Perth Water, £10,000,” said that last
year £5,000 had been voted for this work,
but nothing expended, as shown on the
Estimates. Still something must have
been spent ; and he should like to know
under what vote the expenditure which
did occur in Perth Water had been
placed ¥ The House should insist that
no more proprietary rights be granted
to the owners of jetties on the foreshore
of Perth Water.

Mr. RanpeELy said this matter had
been discussed the other evening.

Mz. GEORGE said it was not dis-
cussed in reference to this item, aund he
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did not sec why it should not be discussed
now. Grave injustice bad been done to
the city of Perth, and there was an
opportunity now for remedying that in-
justice. The reclamation, he presumed,
referred to the Perth foreshore, and it was
a wmatter of public scandal that certain
persons should be allowed to occupy a
portion of the foreshore and erect jetties,
and yet not contribute one cent. to t]lL.
rates of the city of Perth.

Mg. RanpeLrn: Oh, dear!

Mr. GEORGE said he would ask the
Director of Public Works that no more
of these iniquitous proceedings should Le
allowed. If it should be necessary at
any lime to give a temporury coucesamn
in repard to jetties, that concession
should be coupled with the condition that
such jetties should contribute a fair share
to the rates of the c¢ity. The city had
been deliberately swindled for years. He
therefore moved, as un amendment, that
the item (248) be reduced by £1,000.

Tae CHAIRMAN said he could not
allow any more discussion about jetties,
on this itemn, that subject having been
discussed the other evening wupon a
distinet motion ; and if the hon. member
had not then been present, he could not
now be allowed to re-open the question
on this item.

Mr. GEORGE said the previons dis-
cussion about jetties had been on a
separate motion, and unot on a money
vote.

Amendment to reduce the item put
and negatived.

Mzr. CLARKSON, referring to the
item, * Railway survey, Northam to
Quelquelhug, 41,500, said he believed it
was the intention of the Government to
construct an agricultural railway from
Northam to Quelquelling. Goomalling
wasg ouly twelve wmiles further from
Northam than Quelquelling, and the
surveyors might as well at the same time
make the survey for the other ten or
twelve miles. He moved, as an amend-
ment, that the word “ Quelquelling” be
struck out and the word * Goowmalling”
inserted in lieu thereof.

Mr. RANDELL said he wished to
take advantage of the opportunity to call
the attention of .the Commissioner of
Railways to the fact that, in one of the
newspapers, it was reported that the state
of things at East Northam station was
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worse than ever. He would like to know
whether the Government intended Lo con-
struct the line to Quelquelling, or only
proceed with the survey ut present.

Tur FREMIER. in reply, said it was
proposed to ask the House to build a
railway from York to Greenhills, and the
Government thought there was no hetter
place for an agricaltural railway than the
country between Northam and Quelquell-
ing and on to Goomalling. That district
was occupied by small holders who lived
on their own land. A vote for the survey
ouly was asked for now,and there wasno
pledge that the railway should be built;
but the Government hoped they would be
able, next session, to propose that the line
to Quelquelling should be built. He had
no objection to the survey being extended
to Goomalling, bnt he hoped it would not
Le considered that the Government were
pledged to construct a railway that far.
It was intended to build these lines out
of current revenue; and if current re-
venue conld not provide the money, the
lines would not be built.

Amendment put and passed, and the
item, as amended, agreed to.

Me. COOKWORTHY, referring to
the item, ¢ Railway to Bunbury race-
course, £2,000,” said he believed it was
the late Lord Beaconsfield who said the
tarf was a gigantic engine of national
demoralisation. He (Mr. Cookworthy)
had had the honour to preseni to the
Government a petition from more than
fifty farmers in the Quindalup district,
who asked for a railway. These men
were living on their own land, which
they bad converted at great expense
from forest into gardens. The Premier,
however, would have nothing to do
with that railway for the benefit of the
yeomanry ; but he had now proposed to
build a railway for the use of blacklegs
and gamblers, and for assisting in the
demoralisation of the colony. In pre-
vious sessions, the Attorney CGreneral had
tried to put down the gambling spirit,
yet was & member of & Ministry which
assisted in carrying 2 railway to a race-
course, so that the people could go to the
devil all the quicker. He iwas sorry the
Commissioner of Crown Lands had left
the paths of peace and righteousness, and
taken up with publicans and sinners, and
was helping in the demoralisation of the
colony by giving facilities to get to a race-
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course. He was told thut the railway to
Quindalup would not pay.  Very likely it
would not pay ; but, at the same time, it
did not assist in the demoralisation of the
country. and he would say ihe railway to

. Quindalup would be of more henefit to

the country than the railway to the
Bunbury racecourse.

Mz. GEORGE moved that the item,
*Railway to Bunbury racecourse, £2,000,”
be struck out. He took this step in
order to call attention to the fact that the
member for Sussex had accused the
Ministry of all sorts of crimes, and of
demoralising the country.  If the member
for the Murray had made those remarks,
he would quickly have been called to
account.

Tre CHAIRMAN said the member for
Sussex had heen allowed to speak as he
did, because it was supposed he would
conclude with a motion. He (the Chair-
man) could not allow the member for the
Murray to move for the striking out of
an item and then speak against his own
motion.

Mr. GEORGE said he did object to
this item, and did not think it was neces-
sury to build a line to Bunbury race-
course. In fact, he did not believe in
racecourses in any case. He hoped the
House would not pass the item.

Me. ILLINGWORTH said the House
passed the resolution in favour of sitting
on Fridays and Moundays in order to
expedite business, and he hoped hon.
members would bear that in mind.

Tae CHAIRMAN said he wished if
te be understood that he would notagain
allow 2 member to do what the member
for the Murray had dome: to propose a
motion and speak against it.

Mr., RANDELL asked whether a
necessity bad arisen for the construction
of the proposed railway.

Tae PREMIER said it appeared this
matter had beex under consideration for
a long time, and that the railway had
been promised by some one, though not
by himself. The present railway from
Bunbury to Picton Junction went withio
a mile or 50 of the Bunbury racecourse.
People went from all parts of the colony
to the Bunbury race meeting, only to find
that they had to walk to the course
because there were not sufficient vehicles
in the place. Tt had been suggested to
the Railway Department that it would
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be o good thing to pub in asiding o the

course.  The walier was dealt with when

the member for Wellington wis Com.

missioner of Railways, and be  noght
know something about it. He (the
Premier) did not remember that he had
himself ever promised that tlhs line should
be constructed.

Mr. LOTON said fucilities of that kind
should he given, as w great many of the
people of the colony were rave-goers, and
they got as little harmon a racecourse as
in going to charch. He did not think
there ought to be much ohjection to the
spending of mouney on this railway.

Mgr. RANDELI protested against the
item. regarding its purpose as frivolous,
and the eutlay ws extravagant. The time
would come, sooner or laler, when
would he necessary to wipe ouf items of
this kind, and it would be well to begin
at once. He moved to strike out the
item.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): The connee-
tion between the rucecourse and Bunbury
had been promised, and as the making of
the line did not involve a large sum, he
hoped the item would be allowed to pass.
The Government perhaps, as the resuit of
the protest that bad heen made, might not
be willing to place similar lines on the
Estimates in futuve.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said there were
plenty of claims npon the public purse of
a more nseful and profitable character
than the one in question, and he shonid
vote against it.

Mr. VENN pointed ont that, unless
the line were made, ne oune from Perth
would attend the local race meeting, as

visitors would have te walk two-and-a-half |

miles from the railway station, there not,
heing enough vehicles on hire at Bunbury
to convey a train-load of exvursionists to
the course., It might be well to follow
the usual practice, and ask the Bunbury
Race Club to guarantee the railway
department against loss for putting down
the line.

Tue PREMIER, while not strongly

in favour of the item, asked that it should .

be allowed to stand, as it appeared to
have heen promised, although he did not
recollect making a promise on the
subject. Perbaps be sard something that
had been construed into a promise. The
vote would he a very small matier to ask
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for a guarantee upon ; and. althongh the
pledge might be given, there possibly
wonld be o difficulty in collecting the
money.  He might swy thal, generally
speaking, he was not in favour of putting
down racecourse lines; but the Buubury
course was in a very isolated position,
and land was growing so valuable now
that it would not he prasticable for the
club to get another site nearer the town.

Mr. GEORGE said that., while the
line would cost the conntry £60 per

Cannum as  interest upon construction

it

aveount, the Railway Department was
not likely to receive more thun £25 per
annum as traffic revenue from this piece
of railway. He wonld vote agninst the
item.

Mr. CLARKSON considered that
members were acting in very bad taste in
opposing this small item, when it was
remembered how willing the Premier was

. to assist other districts.

Mer. R. F. SHOLL asked whether the
Bunbury club had done anything to help
themselves. Had they a racecourse that
was worthy of the name, or was it only a
piece of rough buosh land ? .

Mr. VENN said the ¢lub had. during
the last twelve months, spent several
hundreds of pounds in improving the
course, a portion of which had been laid
down in couch grass.

Motion, for striking ouf the item, put
and division taken, with the following
resnlt:—

Ayes U
Noes . 8
Majority against 3
AYES, 1 NoEs.
Mr. Illingworth | BLr. Clurkson
Mr, James i+ 3ir John Forvest
Mr. Randell ' Mr, Loton
Mr, R, F. Sholl Mr. Moran
Mr. George (Taller). Mr. Piesse
Mr, Throssell
Mr. V.

. Venn
i Mr. Mouger {Teller).

Motion negatived, and the item passed.

Tue PREMIER, referring to the item,
“Railway, York to Greenhills (exclusive
of rolling stock), £20,000,” moved, as an
amendment. that the word “ York™ he
struck out. He said he did so in fulfil-
ment of a promise made in the House o
the member for Beverley, who desired to
have the question of the starting point
of the line discussed hy the Assembly.



Perth Kecerovrse.

It would be more convenient that this
discussion should take place upon the
Bill, when brought in, for authorising
the construction of the line, than upon
this item in the Estimates.
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Amendment put and passed, and the .

item agreed to.

On the motion of Mr. GEORGE, progress |

was reported, and leave given to sit
again.

CUE-NANNINE RAILWAY BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tug PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest) :
1 beg to move the second reading of this
Bill, which provides for the continuation
of the Murchison railway from Cue to
Nannine. 1 think there will"be nearly,
if not quite, enough money out of the
present loan to do the work. It seems
to me that we could not do better than
extend the railway in this direction, as
the line will serve the people of Nannine,
and give facilities to the goldfields. It
will also give assistance to the pastoral
industry, by enabling the stock brought
from the North to reach a railway 50
miles neurer than they can do by the
present route.

Tug SPEAKER, before putting the
question, said that Section 10 of “The
Railways Act Amendment Act, 1892."
with respect to the laying of plans of
the proposed railway route upon the
table of the House, had been duly
complied with.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

PERTH RACECOURSE RAILWAY BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Hon, SirJ. Forrest):
I beg to move the second reading of this
Bill. The line exists already ; it runs to
the river, and the proposal is to extend it
to the racecourse.

Me. RANDELL: Are vou going to |

cross the river ?

TeE PrREMIER: Yes.

Mr. RANDELL : What sort of a
hridge are you going to have—a high
level one ?

Tre PREMIER: It will be wide enough
for a double line.

Tre SPEAKER, hefore putting the
guestion, said that Section 10 of = The
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Railways Ac¢t Amendwment Act, 1892,
with respect to the laying of plans of the
proposed railway route upon the table
of the House, had heen duly complied
with.

Question put and passed,

Bill read a second time.

BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I beg 10 move the sccond reading of this
Bill, which provides for the construction
of a railway from Kalgoorlie to Kanowna,
a distance of 12 miles. This iz a railway
that will pay, going as it will from an
important centre like Kalgoorlie. There
is no question as to its heing right to
make this line. Everyope is agreed as
to the necessity for this raitway.

Tus SPEAKER : I have satisfied
myself that Section 10 of ** The Railways
Act Amendment Act, 1892,” with respect
to the laying of plans of the proposed
railway ronte upon the table of the
House, has been duly complied with.

Mr. MORAN : I would like to ask the
Commissioner of Railways whether it is
anticipated that tenders will be called
for the construction of this line, or
whether it will be given at a schedule
price to the contractors who have a plant
at Kalgoorlie. The line is such a short
one that, under the circumstances, it
would be rediculous to call for tenders
for making it.

Tre COMMISSIONER OF RAIL.
WAYS (Hon. F. H. Piesse): I cannot
answer the question of the hon. mewmber
just now, as to whether tenders will be
called for.

Mr. RANDELL: I am satisfied that
this is a very desirable Bill, and I give
my support to it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

KALGOORLIE-KANOWNA RAILWAY

ADJOURNMENT, AND THE EXTRA
SITTINGS.

Mz. RANDELL said so short a notice
had been given of the intention of the
House to sit on the following day, that he
did not think it would be possible to get
a quorum. Would it not, under the
circumstances, be well to adjourn till
Monday 7
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Mr. CLARKSON said the country !
members had been taken somewhat by -
surprise by the motion that had been .
carried to sit on Friday; and as they
had this week made other engagements, '
he wonld asked the Premier to move the
adjournment of the House till Monday.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said the notice of Friday's sitting had
been rather short, and he would consent
to adjourn till Monday.

On the motion of the Premier, the
House adjourned at 12 minutes past 11
o'clock, pan., till the next Monday.

Fegislatioer Assembly,
Monday, 12th October, 1891,

Waug of n Quorum— Adjornment.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 430
o'clock, p.m.

PravERs.

WANT OF A QUORUM: ADJOURNMENT.

At the expiration of fifteen minutes
from the time appointed for the meeting
of the Hounse, there not being a quornm
present, the SpEAEER declared the House
adjourned until the next sitting day.

[COUNCIL.]

Federation Enabling il

Legislatibe Council,
Tuesday, 13th October, 1896.

Criminal Evidence Bill: third reading—DMines Regu-
lation Act, 1895, Awmendment Bill: third reading—
Bastardy Laws Act Amendment Bill: third reading—
Australasian Federntion Enabling Bill: second read-
ing; committee— Hausard " Neporting Arrunge-
ments: Legislntive Assembly’s Message—Lonns
Consolidation Biil: first reading—Wauaterworks Bill :
second reading ; committee—Loan Bill (£3,500,000},
1896 : second reading; committee—Adjowrmment,

Tur PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.
Shenton) took the chair at 430 o’clock,
p.m.

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.
THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

MINES REGULATION ACT,
AMENDMENT BILL.

THIRD READING.
This Bill was read a third time, and

1895,

' pessed.

BASTARDY LAWS ACI' AMENDMENT
BILL.

THIRD READING.

This Bill was read a third time, and
passed.

AUSTRALASIAN FEDERATION
ENABLING BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): Hon. members will
be aware that it is intended by the
vurious colonies of Australasia to endea-
vour to frume a federal constitution.
With that object in view Bills have heen
submitted to the various Parliaments lor
the purpose of arriving at some method
of carrying out the desired end. It has
heen considered advisable that our colony
should select some ten members to re-
present it at the Convention which s to
be held. This Bill provides for the
selection of these ten members, who shall,
it is provided, proceed to the other
colonies at a time to be fixed uvpon, and
there meet the other delegates who have
heen appuinted and discuss the question
of federation, and endeavonr to agree
to a system which will be mutually satis-
factory. With regard to the election of



